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Vor. XX 


THE OPPORTUNITIES OF PRACTITIONERS. 
Two really valuable papers have recently been 


placed before the profession by Mr. Henry Gray 


and Mr. Ainsworth Wilson. 


Mr. Wilson’s paper may have a wide effect in two 


directions. It may stimulate other practitioners 
to advise their clients to establish tubercle-free 
farms; and, on the other hand, it may lead—as 
suggested by the author—to the drafting of resolu- 
tions which, if submitted to each of our professional 
associations, should result in a consensus of veteri- 
nary opinion being brought to bear upon the 
authorities. The essay has not yet been discussed 
by the Society before which it was read; and there 
will, therefore, be further opportunities of consider- 
ing its practical bearing. At present, it may be 
noted, together with Mr. Gray’s paper on a very 
different subject, as illustrating a truth which many 
members are slow to realise. 

Every general practice, whether in town or 
country, affords scope for the systematic study of 
some particular subject. What that subject shall 
he depends of course largely upon the nature of the 
practice, but it may safely be said that no working 
clinician who desires to indulge in original observa- 
tion need be baulked by lack of material. Indeed, 
some of the most common affections which veteri- 
nary surgeons have to treat are still exceedingly 
controversial, and would well repay the special and 
continuous attention of any practitioner who would 
give the necessary time and care. Time and care, 
however, are essential to the special study of any 
branch of veterinary medicine or surgery. Much 
reading is necessary, and in some subjects, such as 
ophthalmology, this should include a careful and 
discriminating study of human text-books—the rash 
adoption or the equally unthinking disregard of 
medical teaching being alike avoided. An even 
more difficult undertaking to a busy practitioner is 
the careful investigation and following up of every 
case of the subject under study, as opportunities 
occur. Often those opportunities can only be 
utilised at great personal inconvenience, and that is 
probably one reason why comparatively few veteri- 
hary surgeons seem to make a systematic study, or 
keep consecutive records, of any one subject. 

The opportunities are there, however, in every 
Practice. The man who will utilise them, and, for a 
sufficient length of time, combine the study of other 
Nen’s views with independent observations of his 
Wn, will, sooner or later, be able to bring a 
Scientific contribution of solid value before his pro- 
fessional brethren. Great mental brilliance is by 
0 means necessary to the original observer in 


PERFORATION OF THE SMALL 
INTESTINE. 


In Mr. Hunting’s interesting paper on “Colic” 
before the Central V.M.S. on the 5th December, 
1907, he said: 


“My friend Mr. Willis has come across one or two cases 
of perforation within the last twelve months that I have 
never seen described, and Mr. Shaw, who attends at King’s 
Cross, has looked for it and finds the same thing occasion- 
ally. There is a perforation in the upper surface of the 
small intestine in between the two layers of the mesentery 
and gradually the foods collects, and in some cases you have 
a handful of fecal matter, in sone cases many handfuls, 
distending the mesentery. In one case Mr. Shaw had a 
triangular piece of mesentery distended measuring twelve 
inches in one direction and six inches in another. It is 
difficult to account for perforation like that. I do not know 
whether worms do it or not, but a very small perforation in 
poe position when food passes through leads to colic and 

eath.’’ 


In the discussion that followed several practi- 
tioners appeared interested in this condition, and 
opinions as to whether the perforation was due to 
worms 01 not seemed divided. Nearly two years 
ago, before the same Society, I exhibited a morbid 
specimen of this identical condition and introduced 
it with the following remarks (vide Veterinary 
Record, 28th April, 1906). 


‘* The specimen was sent to the Army Veterinary School 
by Capt. Griffiths, A.V.D., and it happened that an almost 
identical case appeared in The Veterinary Record, 10th 
March, 1906. The horse came in with a very severe attack 
of colic, and died very shortly after admission. It was ad- 
mitted about 5.30 p.m. and died early next morning. At 
the post-mortem, on opening the belly cavity there was 
found a large quantity of brownish coloured fluid in which 
were a large number of ascarides. It was found that the 
ileum was ruptured on the border of the mesentery. A 
very small round hole was to be seen in the ileum, just at 
the point of attachment to the mesentery. That opening 
had evidently been patent for a long time, because there was 
an accumulation of ingesta in a sac between the folds of the 
mesentery. He concluded that after a time the sac burst 
and produced the symptoms which caused the animal's 
death. A large number of i scarides were found both in the 

belly cavity and in the small and large intestines, about 150 

in ail. Neumann had reported several analagous cases, and 

suggested that possibly the ascarides attacked the mucous 

membrane with their dentated lips, causing ulceration and 

perforation. Inthe present specimen he could not see any 

sign of ulceration.’’ 


I have quoted at some length from Mr. Hunting’s 
paper, and from my own remarks at a previous 
meeting at the Central V.M.S. in order to show the 
many points of resemblance in all these cases. It 
will be noticed that in all cases (1) the portion of 
bowel affected was the ileum; (2) the point at 
which perforation takes place is between the folds 
of mesentery ; (3) the character of the perforation 


“lence. Great perseverance, and ceaseless vigi- 
ince to make use of the opportunities that may 
"ise at any moment, are essential. 


—circular in shape and of small diameter; (4) the 
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ingesta collects between the folds of the mesentery 
forming a kind of sac there, and it is by the burst- 
ing of this sac that colic and death results. 

This seems to indicate that all these cases arise 
from the same cause, which most authors have put 
down to ascarides.. The reasons adduced for this 
are that these worms are invariably to be found in 
the vicinity of the perforation, in some cases (vide 
Capt. Griffith’s case) numbers have been found to 
have passed through the perforation into the peri- 
toneal cavity, and in some cases an ascarid has 


mann). 

Another point that wants clearing up is why 
should the perforation always occur just between 
the folds of the mesentery? Is there any reason, 


beyond the fact of the bowel not being covered | 


with a layer of peritoneum, that causes it to be more 
easily perforated in this position ? 

It will be seen that these cases are far from un- 
common— within the last two years The Veterinary 
Record has had reported on it : 

1. Case by anonymous author, 10th March, 

1906. 
2. Capt. Griffiths case reported by me, 28th 
April, 1906. 

3. One or two cases by Mr. Willis, and others 

by Mr. Shaw, reported by Mr. Hunting. 

Neumann also quotes several cases reported by 
various authors, p. 337 Neumann’s Parasites, 2nd 
edition. 

E. E. Martin, Major, A.V C. 
Army Veterinary School, 
Poona. 


HERMAPHRODITE 
PUG. 


A pedigree pug (born 
May 2nd, 1907) was 
shown to me on Dec. 
27, when I was attend- 
ing another animal. 
The pug then 
quite healthy, but the 
red extremity of a 
penis was just visible 
between the labia of 
the vulva. I was to 
have made a careful 
examination with a 
view to possible opera- 
tion if strum came on 4 
in due course; but on 2 
9th January I was 
called to attend a toy 
spaniel and told that 
the pug had died in 
the night from pneumonia. 
the case. 

A post-mortem showed a penis measuring, ap- 
proximately, three centimetres in length, and three 
centimetres in circumference, containing a penal 
bone eleven millimetres long. There was no 
obvious passage, and fora moment I wondered if 
the owner was correct in thinking that water was 
passed through the penis. The abdomen was 
squeezed, when a little fluid was seen above the 
base of the penis. On opening the abdomen 
ovaries and uterus were found to be normal. 

W. H. Frook. 


IT had not attended 


INTUSSUSCEPTION IN A PONY. 


By H. Pickwortn, M.R.C.V.S., Wednesbury. 


On Feb. 5th a six-year-old Dun pony (a gelding) | 
was admitted to my infirmary showing abdominal | 
ain. The history was that they found him in the 
eld in this condition. 
He was slightly tympanitic. Pulse almost im-| 
perceptible and very fast. Membranes highly in- 


‘to the readers of your valuable journal. 


jected; no action of bowels. On examining pet 
rectum, that organ was quite empty. 

A dose of physic was given and he was treated 
with ordinary sedatives—Chloral, hypodermic 1n- 
jections of morphia, etc., etc. 

The pain was not persistent, he would stand 
for an hour at a time and would then lie quiet for a 
longer period. I informed the owner I did not 
think there was any chance oi him recovering. 

Death took place on Feb. 9th. During the four 
days he was in my infirmary he had no action of 
the bowels whatever. There was no vomition. 

On making a post-mortem I found 10 or 11 inches 
of the ileum invaginated in the ccecum. Gangrene 
had set in, but the parts had not sloughed. 
trust that this short record may be of some interest 


A sum not exceeding £100,000 has been voted to ™ 
Board of Agriculture for additional salaries and ar 
caused by the work thrown on the Department - - 
three Acts passed last Session, namely--the gael 
Insect Pests Act, and Small Holdings Act. Agric 
ists are beginning to ask if the Department real ys 
any good results for the money spent upon it. 
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TUBERCULOSIS IN DAIRY COWS, WITH 
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE UDDER AND 
THE TUBERCULIN TEST.* 


By ArtnswortH Witson, F.R.C.V.S., Witham. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—-I venture with con- 
siderable diffidence to bring the subject of bovine tuber- 
culosis before your notice and do so in the hope that the 
obvious deficiencies in my paper will be overlooked in 
the good discussion which one naturally expects ina 
Society like the Central—a Society numbering among 
its Fellows men who have contributed in no small 
degree to the sum-total of our knowledge of the disease. 

It behoves us all to record our experiences ; it may 
safely be left to others, more able than ourselves, to 

judge of their value. It this way only can we hope to 
aid in the general advancement of the profession. 

The statistics I have the honour of bringing before 
you are based on a comparitively small number of obser- 
vations ; at the same time every care has been taken 
to ensure their accuracy. I have deemed it advisable to 
contine myself to mammary tuberculosis and the tuber- 
culin test in dairy cows, and to avoid as far as possible, 
the vexed question of legislation. 

Tuberculosis is rather an ancient disease, for we find 
Hippocrates wrote concerning it 400 years before Christ. 
lt ine for long engaged the earnest attention of savants 
of all countries, at no time more so than during the last 
quarter of a century, siuce the whole world paid tribute 
to Dr. Robert Koch for his epoch-making discovery of 
the specitic bacillus. The classic researches of Virchow, 
Villemin, Chauveau, Bang, Koch, and M‘Fadyean will 
endure for all time. 

The discovery of Koch’s bacillus, it is worthy of note, 
put an end tc disputes in regard to contagion, and paved 
the way for the introduction of tuberculin. It is a 
truism to say that tuberculin has proved as disaproint- 
ing as acurative in the human subject as it is most 
valuable in demonstrating the existence of tuberculosis 
in the domestic animals. 

Koch’s hasty conclusion in 1901 that “human tuber- 
culosis differs from bovine and cannot be transmitted to 
cattle” together with the dangerous converse proposition 
which it involved, have been entirely disproved by Com- 
missions and private experimenters at home and abroad. 
We may take it as an established fact that tuberculosis 
isone and the same disease in all animals, including 
man, and that any peculiarities pertaining to the tuber- 
cle bacillus in the ditferent species are due to its parti- 
cular environment. 

The ubiquitous tubercle bacillus claims as its victims 
an increasing number of our dairy stock, while in man, 

excepting infants, the death rate has shown a remarkable 
decline during the last sixty years. 


Losses FROM TUBERCULOSIS. 


While the ox is most commonly affected of all the 
domestic animals, the largest proportion of cases is 
naturally found among dairy cows. A certain amount 
of statistical information is available in regard to the 
prevalence of the disease ; yet there are no data on 
Which to base an estimate of the losses directly and in- 
directly due to tuberculosis. 

. It is generally accepted that considerable depreciation 
constantly taking place among tuberculous cows, the 

Osses on the satel account (deaths and depreciation) 
are very considerable in some large herds. The smaller 
the herd the less disease as a rule. Apart from direct 
Osses, however, [ am of opinion that tuberculosis is 


“Read at the meeting of the Central V.M.S. at Red Lion 
Square, London, W.C., on Thursday, February 6. 


more or less responsible for many of the minor com- 
plaints which affect dairy animals, e.g. indigestion, chills, 
inability to stand the bull, and (occasionally) abortion. 

I am not prepared to say how far some farmers have 
themselves to blame for their monetary losses. Veteri- 
nary surgeons know only too well the amount of ignor- 
ance and neglect of the simplest precautions which pre- 
vail at the present day. It is not all ignorance either ; 
if a man has a good cow he does not care to part with it. 
Old cows are kept in the sheds as long as they prove 
remunerative as milking machines; their obvious] 
diseased condition and their power of discharging mil- 
lions of bacilli for the benefit of their neighbours are 
matteis of little moment compared with the number of 
gallons of milk per annum. 

1 have repeatedly found 20 per cent. of heifers react 
to tuberculin before being tied up ; six months later 40 
per cent. react. I am inclined to think that the expense 
and trouble connected with the protection and testing 
of young stock are small compared with the loss of 
capital involved under the present system of “ drift.” 

he proportion of cows affected with tuberculosis 
varies greatly with the age, the locality, and the system 
of management. It has nothing to do with the breed ; 
it has everything to do with the number of animals in 
one shed, and the percentage of those with “open” 
lesions. A moderate number of cows, kept in good 
condition in airy well-lighted sheds give least trouble. 

I regard condition as of the first importance, sanita- 
tion next, in enabling the individual to withstand the 
ravages of the scourge. My advice to clients is “ feed 
well, and look after your dry cows, particularly during 
the first two or three months of the year.” If the latter 
are poor and exposed, they do not readily pick up again 
after calving, and the disease makes rapid strides. 


TUBERCULIN, 


Tuberculin is a brownish syrupy liquid with the frag- 
rant to sickly odour found in the artificial culture of 
the bacillus. It should be perfectly clear, and should be 
obtained fresh from the laboratory in every instance. 
It contains toxins which are supposed to be those of the 
tubercle bacillus which are net destroyed by heat ; the 
exact composition is unknown. : 
The organisms are grown for some weeks in glycerine 
bouillon, they are then killed by heat. The sterilised 
culture is then concentrated and filtered through a 
porcelain filter, which keeps back the dead 

acilli. 

Injected subcutaneously into healthy animals, tuber- 
culin has no appreciable effect ; in tuberculous subjects, 
on the other hand, it produces the well-known thermic 
re-action, indicated by a rise in temperature (above the 
average normal) of 2°5° F. or over. ; 

The diagnostic value of tuberculin is great, not only 
from the point of view of human infection, but asa 
means of stamping out the disease in cattle. -It is 
hardly necessary to say (1) that, without tuberculin, no 
opinion at all can be given in the vast majority of cases, 
perhaps 80 per cent. For 17 years it has had an exten- 
sive trial in this and other countries, and to-day it no 
longer stands on its defence. On the basis of a very 
large number of observations, experts (2) have estimated 
the percentage of successful results at from 90 to 98. 
While the many accusations brought against tubercu- 
lin in agricultural journals and elsewhere can be easily 
refuted, it is matter for regret that in some instances 
there is a small foundation of fact. I cannot help think- 
ing that the huried application of the test is, to a certain 


Brit. 


(1) Vide M‘Fadyean ‘‘ Transactions Cong. on 
Tuberculosis,’’ 1901, p. 35 and 19. 


(2) Dewar, Ibid, p. 7. 


Bang, Jour. Comp. Peth. and Therap., Vol. xii, p. 194. 
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extent, responsible for errors, apart from its use for pur- 
poses of fraud. These point to the necessity for State 
control. 

The principal indictments are two in number :— 

1. The reaction may fail in a tuberculous animal. 

This is true, but unimportant, in so far as it applies to 
some very advanced cases in which the test is unneces- 
sary. Of more importance is the failure to react of an 
affected animal which has only recently contracted the 
disease. There is always a possibility of this occurring. 

2. A non-tuberculous animal may react. 

This indictment is not true ; it is nevertheless serious. 
One well-known drawback of tuberculin is that it 
makes no individual distinctions ; the same, or it may 
be a more pronounced, re-action is obtained in very 
slight as nell en in considerable amounts of disease. In 
nearly every case definite microscopic lesions have been 
found on post-mortem. True, the search may occupy 
some time, but the lesions are there, in the lungs, glands, 
etc. In rare instances they have not been there, and 
the microscope has been successfully employed. How 
many of us, may I ask, would examine the joints or the 
bones 

The application of the test requires every care ; let 
us see in what directions this care should be exercised. 

The excellent directions issued with tuberculin might 
be made a little more stringent, or, at any rate, set 
fcrth in greater detail. Success or non-success, never- 
theless, rests with the operator. 

Ten to fourteen days is none too long a period to 
have a fresh animal tied up before testing ; and tem- 
perature-taking wight be commenced with advantage a 
week beforehand. The morning and evening tem- 
peratures, at any rate, for the three days precéding the 
tests should be available. 

If the normal temperatures show distinct fluctuation, 
or the average is too high, I am of opinion that tke test 
should be postponed. This happens more particularly 
near the calving period, especially (in my experience) in 
heifers forward in calf and tied up for the first time. 

It will be readily accepted that the more gradual the 
temperature curve the better chance of drawing correct 
conclusions. To obtain a good curve, it would be neces- 
sary to record temperatures every two hours, from the 
sixth hour after injection on to the 20th. This is the 
ideal procedure, no doubt, but is it necessary? Ex- 
teaches that it is so in in animals which have 

n previously tested within ten or fourteen days. 

Here it is advisable and quite safe to inject one and a 
half times the dose (14), and take also the third hour 
ee. The latter, however, is optional, inasmuch 
as the rise seldom begins much before the usual time, 
or ninth to tenth hour. 

Rigors, when present, are mostly seen about the tenth 
hour. The experiments of the late Professor Nocard (3) 
and others showed that it is not so easy to produce 
tolerance to tuberculin; the chances are a second reaction 
will be obtained within a fortnight, though a month’s 
interval is wise. 

I would now ask—-Is the above “ ideal ” system of re- 
cording the temperature practicable? The answer, [ 
take it, is briefly “No, not in private practice,” nor is 
it necessary under ordinary circumstances. Personally, 
I confine its application to isolation or tubercle-free 
farms, and to animals which have already been tuber- 
culinised. 

In country practice there is always a difficulty in ob- 
taining reliable assistants. While one person can 
manage 50 cows following the ordinary directions, two 
or three are required on the larger farms. Five or six 
assistants are needed to register temperatures every two 
hours. Few, if any, of us, would care to entrust a 30 


(3) ‘*‘ The Animal Tuberculoses,’’ p. 51. 


second thermometer to a cowman, or for that matter to 
anyone without experience in its use. I hold that we 
are not justified in applying the test unless the chances 
of error arising from incorrect readings or other causes 
are entirely eliminated. 

Cleanliness should be observed in making the injec- 
tion ; the skin below the shoulder towards the dewlap is 
previously washed with soap and water and rinsed 
with some disinfectant. The advantage of doing this 
in operating on a large number of cows is obvious ; 
with practice the local swelling, if present, should be 
quite insignificant. 

A clean, strong, and sterile hypodermic syringe, pro- 
vided with several needles, should be used. The late 
Capt. Haslam’s syringe (Army pattern) has served me 
very well, with the substitution of thinner needles. 


THE TEMPERATURE. 


The signifiance of the rise in temperature is all- 
important. We have obtained our full chart. How is 
it to be read? Attempts have been made to establish a 
uniform system for interpreting the tuberculin reaction. 
It is not my intention to say much about the relative 
and the absolute rise, for it seems to me they should 
both receive consideration in any case to which doubt 
is attached. 

The highest temperature recorded after injection is 
considered relatively to the average normal temperature: 
the difference represents the maximum rise. A _varia- 
tion of 14° F. is considered to be permissible in healthy 
animals ; a rise of 1°5 to 2°5 is doubtful ; 2°5 or over is 
positive. 

If we accept 101°5 F. as the average normal tempera- 
ture of dairy cows (this is my own figure) 103 or under 
will be normal, 103 to 104 doubtful, 104 or over tuber- 
culous. On farms where a separation is being made, a 
rise of 2° or over should be considered positive, while all 
doubtfuls (over 1-5) should be eliminated on isolation 
farms. I have repeatedly found that nearly all these 
“doubtfuls” (2° and over) give the characteristic re- 
action next time. 

Prof. Dewar (4) gave prominence to the above scale in 
an excellent paper read before the British Congress on 
Tuberculosis, 1901. It was recommended by the late 
Prof. Nocard (5) ten years previously. 


Average Normal Temperatures. 


The following are some observations made on anl- 
mals preparing for the tuberculin test; the tempera- 
tures in most cases have been taken morning and even- 
ing for several days. 

The conditions have varied (temperature of sheds, 
feeding, sanitation, etc.) 


Average 
No. of Animals. temp. Remarks. 


All in calf, mostly forward; 
some not good subjects lor 
the test ; tendency to vary 
beyond normal limits. 

70 per cent. reacted later 
to tuberculin. 

Free of tubercle on isola- 
lation farms. 


160 heifers 
60 i 102 


796 cows 101°42 


98 101°5 


Percentage of Reactions to Tuberculiu. 


The following statistics are based on examinations I 
have made of some 1560 dairy cattle, mostly cows : 


(4) ‘Trans: Brit. Cong. on Tuberculosis,”’ 1901, p- 7 
(5) ‘‘ Animal Tuberculoses,’’ p. 51. 
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Percentage Percentage Not 
Average of positive fe) tested. 
number. reaction. doubtful 
Small farms 34 56 2 1 
Large farms 84 83°66 4 4 
Batches of heifers 
tht in calf be- 
oreenteringsheds) 18 23 1 3 
us 16 2) 1 2 
Bulls 2-4 years 50* 0. 0 
(*1 tuberculous testicle) 
Bulls 14-15 months 10 20 0 6 


From 10 to 12 per cent. of the above 1560 animals 
were clinically tuberculous ; *66 per cent. had tubercu- 
lous udders. 

The observations were made in the South-east and 
North of the country, in cows kept under the ordinary 
conditions ; out of doors middle of April or May to 
October or November ; ten to eighty animals in one 
shed ; sanitation good, bad, and indifferent, mostly the 
latter ; heifers usually put very early to bull (15 to 16 
months), and enter infected sheds containing clinically 
diseased cows ; no precautions taken in rearing calves. 
All animals were tested which exhibited a steady nor- 
mal temperature irrespective of the stage of the 
disease. 

A remarkable result was obtained on one large farm ; 
of 80 animals every one gave a positive reaction. The 
percentage of visibly diseased cows was above the 
average, 2.¢., 15 to 20, while most of the cows were 
stalled in one shed. About 15 per cent. were heifers, 
a had entered the shed six months before being 
tested. 

We know, of course, that the percentage of reactions 
rises in direct proportion to the number of cows ; and 
we have Dr. Bang’s statement (6) that “in large herds 
in which the disease has been prevalent for years, the 
great majority of the animals (70, 80, to 100 per cent.) 
react to the tuberculin test in spite of their healthy ap- 
pearance.” 

Other results may be briefly mentioned :— 

1. At Fordbank, Prof. Delépine obtained 11 reactions 
among 12 cows; 11 were tuberculous on post- 
mortem. 

2. In Berlin, of 14,684 cows over four years old, 99 
per cent. were tuberculous on post-mortem. 


reacted. 
4 In Denmark : 
Calves reacted 
Young cattle ,, 
Older « 25to40 ,, 
Adults 33 to 49 
Cows alone would have given a higher percentage. 


Tue State Controu oF TUBERCULIN. 


It is to our national discredit that the layman can 
obtain the agent with the same facility as the expert, no 
record of its use is required or kept, and it is in the 
option of anyone to employ it for fraudulent purposes. 
The premeten of tuberculin might well be left in pre- 
sent hands ; its sale, however, should be regulated by a 
responsible Government Department like the Board of 

griculture. I should like the recommendation to go 
forth from this Society that the Board undertake the 
control of tuberculin, and that its sale be limited to pro- 
€ssional men, who shall be required to furnish returns 
a to its use. The statistical information thus obtained 
Would be valuable. 

urther, we might record our opinion that the time 
has arrived when the recommendations of the 1896 Royal 


10 to 15 per cent. 
19 to 29 


Commission should be put into practice, 7.e. the gratui- 
tous supply of tuberculin together with the services of a 
veterinary surgeon on certain conditions, the isolation 
of re-acting animals being a sine qua ncn. Leaflets also 
to be circulated by the Board, after the fashion of the 
R.A.S.E. The educational value of leaflets containing a 
résumé of the diseases and the simpler methods of pre- 
vention would be considerable. 

Denmark’s example is a laudable one; the State 
voluntarily supplies the tuberculin and the veterinary 
surgeon, and the reacting section is permanently separa- 
ted. A few thousand pounds represents the total 
cost. 

It has been suggested that tuberculin should be sche- 
duled as a poison. I cannot see how this would effect 
the object we have in view. The Poisons Schedule is 
incorporated in the Pharmacy Act of 1868 and may be 
treated as the statute regulating the sale of poisons. If 
tuberculin were placed in Part I. of the Schedule, its 
sale could easily be traced, bat there is no regulation 
which would prevent its getting into the hands of laymen. 
Further, sera, like anti-diphtheritic, anthrax and tetanus 
etc., would also have to be scheduled. 


Tue Usk or TUBERCULIN IN PREVENTION.— 
TUBERCLE-F REY FARMS. 


Those of us who have been snecessful in advising our 
clients to gradually free their herds by means of tuber- 
culin, know only too well the difficulties that have to be 
overcome. That the method is troublesome and expen- 
sive no one will deny ; it is equally true that no other 
resource 1s open to us, 

Few farmers can be induced to follow Prof. Bang’s 
excellent advice to begin with the newly-born calf. 
Healthy calves remain healthy if we prevent access to 
tuberculous animals and tukerculous milk. If it could 
be found practicable to adopt this plan in this country 
and to limit the tuberculin test to the young stock, I 
am convinced the result would be far more satisfactory 
than under the present system. We waste time and 
money in testing large numbers of adult dairy cows only 
to find that so many react, that a separation of the herd 
is not possible, or it is not attempted. 

Like other of my confréres I am sometimes asked by 
clients “ Will it pay me to separate my cows!” The 
answer is not easy, so much depends on the farmer him- 
self, the premises, the stock, and the system of manage- 
ment. 
My experience is limited to several rather small farms, 
only one of which is kept strictly as an isolation or 
“tnbercle-free” farm ; the others have separate sheds or 
ce ag In one sense they are not an unmixed 
lessing. 1 can point to dairies containing only tested 
cows in which the veterinary surgeon’s bill has been re- 
duced by three-fourths. To my mind this is one of the 
strongest arguments in favour of their adoption ; never- 
theless, progress in this direction will be very slow so 
long as there is little or no demand on the part of the 
public for tubercle-free milk. 
Isolation Farm.—The facts relating to this farm may 
prove of interest. It was one of three in the hands of 
one dairy farmer which were tested early in 1906; 46 
cows on this farm gave 28 positive reactions, but no 
separation was made till Christmas ; the other two held 
17 and 90 cows, of which 7 and 60 respectively responded 
to the test. 
Non-reactors on all three farms were re-tested at 
Christmas, and the healthy survivors made up the herd 
on the tubercle-free farm. Care was taken to prevent 
infection after the second test, and the whole premises, 
which were comparatively new and sanitary, were sub- 
jected to a most rigorous disinfection : (1) dry scrape and 
brush (roofs first) ; (2) spraying machine (Izal) ; (3) wet 
scrape and scrub ; (4) tumigate ; (5) floors CuSo4 ; (6) 


(6) Journ. Comp. Path. and Therap., vol. xii., p. 193 


limewash machine (Izal). Particular attention paid to 
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holes and corners and the interstices of tiled roofs har- 
bouring dust. To save timeI have tabulated the results 
of the successive testings as follows :— 


Number of Reactions Not Healthy 
Animals Positive Doubtful Tested 
General test, iso- 

lation farm, 

April, 1906. 46 28 2 1 15 
Re-test of non- 27 (large 

reactors(Dec. farm) 

1906) 13 1. o 8 
On otherfarms 9 (smal!) 0 0 1) 9 
Ist. test, Dec. 25 cows(11 

1906, (isola- previously 

tion farm) tested 9 0 1 15 

29 in-calf 
heifers 6 l 3 19 
2nd test, Dec., 

1907. 52 10 0 1 41 
3rd test, Jan., 

1908. 40 cows 0 0 tv) 40 

15 in-calf 
heifers 2 0 1 12 


No animal entered the sheds which had not been 
tested twice, while the fresh heifers brought on to the 
farm to be tested had not been tied up before, and they 
were kept far away fromthe cows. Every animal whose 
temperature rose above 1°5° F. was rejected. It will be 
noticed that, for reasons which I need not explain, the 
second test of the herd was delayed for twelve months, 
although every animal except the heifers had stood the 
test on two previous occasions. 

The herd was out at grass for nearly nine months, and 
frequent clinical inspections were niade ; one cow only 

ave the slightest suspicion of the existence of tubercu- 
— lesions, z.e. No. 19. Her history is as follows: poor 
two er ago asa heifer, had a big calf, came out of a 
batch of heifers in which several were clinically tuber- 
culous, condition improved and remained good all along, 
still good. Developed slight cough six months after 
standing second test, the cough increased a little, and 
repeated auscultations revealed slight abnormal sounds. 
She gave a characteristic reaction to the third test 
(second test on the farm, Dec., 1907) and shortly before, 
on examining the pharyngeal mucus a second time I was 
able to demonstate tubercle bacilli. 

There is no time to go into details, but I am firmly of 
opinion that tuberculin failed entirely in the case of 
this cow, and that she was the means of infecting others 
out at grass. There are two cowsheds, and out of 10 
reactions 4 only occurred in No. 19’s shed. Four of the 
10 were heifers. There is little doubt (7) also that one 
or more of the heifers failed to react to the first test be- 
cause she had only recently contracted the disease. 

No ponds, common feeding or watering troughs, existed 
on the farm, there was running water in every meadow, 
and practically the only way in which one animal could 
have infected another was through grazing on the same 
pasture. The point is a controversial one. 

Pro. Tuberculosis, (8) like glanders, is most largely 
spread by the alimentary tract. New Zealand cattle (9) 
are largely tuberculous, though out of doors in ideal 
climate. Mr. Gilruth thinks disease is spread by inges- 
tion. Recent researches show ingestion is a very com- 
mon means of infection. 


(7) Vide M‘Fadyean ‘‘ Trans. Brit. Cong. on Tubercu- 
losis,’’? 1901, p. 20. 

(8) Mettam, Veterinary Record, Sept. 29, 1906. 

(9) “Trans. Brit. Cong. on Tuberculosis,’’ p. 48, and per- 

sonal statements. 


Contra. The late Prof. Nocard (10) stated that “the 
sojourn in a common pasture may be looked upon as 
practically free of danger.” Ransome’s classical re- 
searches showed that bright sunlight kills tubercle 
bacilli in one hour. There is also a statement in Mr. 
Sessions’ work on Cattle Tuberculosis (11). 

I must leave the solution of the problem to others. 
Before leaving this part of my subject I should like 
your permission to ~—_ from a letter (12) which Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, with his usual courtesy, sent me. He 
says “I think it probable that on the occasion of the 
first test there was an animal, or — more than one, 
that failed to react because it had only recently contrac- 
ted the disease. When such a thing occurs, twelve 
months is ample time to allow of far more than 10 per 
cent. contracting the disease.” 

The figure should have been 20, but this is immaterial. 
The writer then goes on to say that there is a possibility 
that an affected animal may not react to the test, and he 
lays down the following as the proper course to pursue : 


Test and eliminate all animals that react. 

Repeat the test after one month, and eliminate 

those that react. 
Repeat the test after an interval of three months. ' 
ey the test must be repeated half- ‘ 
yearly. 
When fresh animals are introduced they ought to be 

tested a second time, with an interval of a month, ¢ 
if they fail to react to the first test. h 


TUBERCULOSIS OF THE UDDER. 


This is fortunately a rare disease. It has for long re- C 
ceived the closest attention and investigation, so that as 
no one now doubts the extreme virulence both to man 
and animals of milk derived from an affected udder. 

The arguments of Dr. Koch pointing to the opposite 
conclusion are still fresh in our minds—-fresher still are 
the classic experiments being carried out at Blythwood 


PP Pe 


and Walpole farms. di 

These have enabled the Commissioners to state defin- pe 
itely that “cows’ milk (13) containing bovine bacilli is rec 
clearly a cause of tuberculosis and of fatal tuberculosis be 
in man—a very considerable amount of disease and loss 
of life, especially among the young, must be attributed 
to the consumption of cows’ milk containing tubercle 
bacilli.” 

Source oF In MILK. 

While the tuberculous udder is the paramount danger, | 
it is not the sole source of infection. The rarity of the  - 
udder infection and the frequency with which tubercle slau 
bacilli are found in the milk point to other sources. cula 
These are: particles of excrement, dried sputum dust, pose 


and the (disputed) passage of the bacilli through the 250 


healthy udder. Cows with advanced or “open” lesions _D 
of tuberculosis not infrequently show tubercle bacilli in Insp 
the feces ; dried particles adhering to the udder and ordi 
hind parts drop into the pail during milking and foul Th 
the milk. Infection from this source is not surprising of w! 


when we remember the facility with which cows swallow 
the coughed-up material from the lungs. Nevertheless, 
itis not a constant one, the tubercle bacilli are compara- 
tively few in number and they are not always preset 
as in the case of the udder. oe 

The question naturally arises : “may tubercle bacilli 
pass through the udder and infect the milk without 
producing the local lesions ?” 

The observations of Prof. Bang (14) seem to prove that 


Vi 


(10) ‘‘ Animal Tuberculoses,’’ p. 64. 

(11) Cattle Tuberculosis.” Harold Sessions, p. 32- 

(12) Letter bearing date, Dec. 24, 1907. 

(13) Second Interim Report, Royal Commission on Tuber- 
losis. p. 36. 

(14) Transactions Brit. Cong. on Tuberculosis, 1901, P- 64. 
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they do, in rare instances, pass through the healthy} Twherculous Mastitis 1s seldom or never a primary 
udder in generalised cases of tuberculosis. Of more | disease ; it usually accompanies advanced lesions in the 
. importance is the fact, shown by Ostertag (15), that | abdoden and elsewhere ; extension takes place from the 
: tubercle bacilli do not exist in the milk of apparently | peritoneum or through the lymphatics. We also know 
. healthy but reacting cows. that infection by the blood stream may take place when 
It is well known that the ordinary mixed milk sent | the disease is generalised. We have Ostertag’s statement 
b in to large towns commonly contains tubercle bacilli ;| that 5 to 10 per cent. of cases of generalised tuberculosis 
e positive results (16) have been obtained in 0 to 60 per|show the udder affection. The disease has often a 
r cent. of samples examined in this and other countries. | treacherous beginning ; so much so that nodules may 
e Those extremely rare cases in which tubercle bacilli are | and do develop within the udder some time before any 
e found in the milk of the normal gland might almost be | abnormality can be detected. 
2, ignored did they not constitute an additional argument| The following case is interesting—young cow, good 
C- for the exclusion of the clinically diseased cow from our | condition, reacted to tuberculin, apparently healthy but 
/e dairy herds. suspicious signs on close examination ; udder normal, 
er The virulence of milk containing tubercle bacilli varies | yet a few tubercle bacilli in the milk ; 2nd examination 

greatly. If a tuberculous udder is the source, dilution | 10 days later gave similar result, but I had to make a 
ul. to an ordinary degree does not affect the virulence. On| very prolonged search. 33 days after 1st examination 
ty the other hand, if the milk is contaminated owtsede the| physical signs appeared in the udder. Milk did not 
he udder, the addition of quantities of sound milk makes it | alter for 7} weeks ; cough increased, and tubercle bacilli 
e: much less harmful. The crucial point, after all, is the | detected in pharyngeal mucus on 28th day. Autopsy 

number of tubercle bacilli present in a given sample of | revealed softened tubercles on mucous membrane of 
te milk. Ordinary mixed milk is said to be reasonably | galactopherous sinuses. 

safe for calves, z.e., few fed on it react to tuberculin.| Cases of this kind, rare though they be, show that the 

This is shown by the investigations of Prof. Bang, to- | periodical inspection of cows’ udders, cannot be altogether 
If- gether with those carried out (17) for the East Prussian | relied on. 

Dutch Herdbook Society. The Physical Signs are not very definite. In the first 
be Very different are the results if a cow with a tuber-| stages I have frequently noticed a fluctuating swelling, 
th, enlous udder is a contributor to the mixed milk of the} more apparent one day than another, attended with very 

herd. Nevertheless, in Sir John M’Fadyean’s own words | little heat or pain. The swelling becomes hard very 

(18) “tubercle bacilli present in milk, no matter what is | soon, and often spreads rapidly over the whole quarter. 

their source, must be considered dangerous both to| while the milk remains normal for weeks. Uniform en- 
re- calves and to human beings. This applies to mixed milk | largement is the rule, and a kind of wooden hardness, 
hat as well as to the milk of a single cow.” unaccompanied by inflamatory symptoms. Hard track 
nan of new tissue may sometimes be felt, and, it is said, the 

. PERCENTAGE oF TUBERCULOUS UDDERs. indurated mass remains circumscribed and nodulated ; 
site such cases, I fancy, are exceptional. 
are An average of 1 to2 per cent. of tuberculous cows! The normal appearance of the milk together with other 
ood would appear to have the disease in the udder. Opinions | clinical signs of tuberculosis assist the diagnosis consider- 
differ, however. In Prof. Dewar’s (19) opinion “the | ably, the general health may, however, be unaffected. As 
ofin- percentage is from 5 to 7, apart from cows which are only | the lesion spreads over the quarter, the milk becomes 
li is recognised as tuberculous through the action of tu-| thin and bluish, and finally watery and flocculent ; we 
losis bereulin.” have a straw-coloured fluid containing small coagula. It 
loss Nocard (20) 2 per cent. of tuberculous cows. deposits an enormous sediment on standing, containing 
uted Bang “amare 2 * a variable number of tubercle bacilli; the centrifugal 
ercle In Germany 1°62 ,, 6 maehine is, of course, not — at this stage. One 
In Saxony (alone) 1°4_,, rs quarter is usually first attacked, more often a hind one, 
M’Fadyean 2to3 ,, of total cows curiously enough. Lesions are more inclined, perhaps, 
Stockman (21) 2 i to develop in the a art of the gland ; they certainly 
nger, The chown & — avoid the neighbourhood of the base of the teat. 
if the € above ligures are based for the most part on! 7h Stage of Lactation varies. The majority of my 
yercle slaughter-house records. The probability is that tuber-| ..¢5 have occurred during the first 3 er 4 months after 
irces cular mastitis is even less common than is generally sup- calving ; I have acase at present in a dry cow. Only 
dust, posed. Someone has said that one case occurs in every| one case has occurred before the third calf ; none in 
h the 250 cows ; this is my own opinion. ga {orl 
sions . During the last few years I have made regular clinical Differential Diagnosis. Positive. (1) Chronic or 
Ni in Inspection of several herds of dairy cows kept under the| .omi-acute cause. So-called “acute” cases overlooked, 
r and ordinary conditions pertaining to country districts. or in existence for weeks before becoming palpable. 
1 foul f ee following statistics relate to 1,200 of these cows, Nevertheless, fibrous proliferation sometimes very rapid. 
rising 0! which a record has been kept : (2) Physical characters of milk unaltered for weeks (4 to 
vallow ' Average percentage 6 or 7). (3) Remarkable induration, no heat or pain, and 
neless, Visibly tuberculous 12 absence of subsequent atrophy. : a 
npara- Tuberculous udders 66 of total cows Negative. Sudden swelling or “blowing up ” witn 
resent, pa a 66 of visibly tuberculous | inflammatory signs and change in the milk ; thickening 
a Milk samples examined 29 due to horning, bad stripping, or other cause. In the 
bacilli Expectorate “ 43 (30 positive), former case there may be the history of the bruise with 
rithout the first milk tinged with blood. 
ve that Miiller, Jour. Comp. Path. and Therap., Vol. xix, p. 21. ewelling from any cause is valuable negative 
— (16) Ib. p. 39. ‘A reliable history reduces considerably the number of 
(18) From a letter to the writer dated Jan. 27, 1908. samples of milk which require to be taken. 4 ‘ Wore & 
32. (19) Dewar. Transactions Brit. Cong. on Tuberculosis, | further facilitated in dairies in which the clinical inspec- 
1901, p. 2. tion of the cows is carried out by the regular veterinary 
, Tuber: (20) Nocard. Animal Tuberculoses, p. 35. attendant My average of 29 samples among 1200 cows 
64 (21) Stockman. Transactions Brit. Cong. on Tubercu- | is decidedly small ; on the other hand, regular notes are 
1, P- losis, 1901, p. 58. taken of abnormal udders, and a written history is there- 
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fore available in most cases. But little assistance can be 
gained from an examination of the supra-mammary 
glands ; they are enlarged and indurated in other con- 
ditions of the udder besides tubercle ; and, further, they 
cannot always be manipulated. 

Microscopic Examination of the milk is essential. 
Conclusive only when it yields a positive result, I am 
nevertheless of opinion that it is an effective diagnostic 

rocedure in nearly every case. A 1/12th oil immersion 
ens and a good centrifugal machine, are, of course, in- 
a together with a little practice in laboratory 
technique. I prefer to collect my own samples, with the 
usual precautions to exclude both tubercle bacilli and 
other acid-fast bacilli which may be present in the dirt 
or excrement ; that is to say, the hands and udder are 
carefully washed and sterilised, the first few strips are 
rejected, and a sterile bottle is employed to collect the 
milk. The bottle is previously cleansed and boiled, 
along with the cork or glass stopper. 

It goes without saying that the use of the suspected 
milk is suspended meantime ; it is collected in a pail 
containing some disinfectant and thrown away. 

After centrifugalising the milk, cover glass prepara- 
tions are made both from the sediment and cream. Some- 
times the sediment, more often the cream, is the richer 
in tubercle bacilli, and both should invariably be exain- 
ined. A second, or even a third, examination may 
occasionally be necessary. The bacilliare few in number 
and therefore difficult to demonstrate in the fibrous 
lesions and in the early stages of the disease. 

It must be confessed that some difference of opinion 
exists among experts as to the value of the microscope 
in diagnosis ; I will only refer to one opinion, that of 
Dr. Bang (22), whose experience has been large. In 
Denmark, we know, all cows affected with tuberculous 
mastitis are compulsorily slaughtered with compensa- 
tion; the farmers are thus willing to notify, and to allow 
samples of the milk to be sent to the Copenhagen State 
Laboratory. Here, of every 1500 samples, examined 
microscopically, 500, roughly speaking, contain tubercle 
bacilli ; the first examination does not always yield 
positive results, and the harpoon is sometimes used as 
a last resource. The diagnosis is confirmed on post- 
mortem in practically every case. The statement I 
wish to emphasise is this—“‘ As a rule, we are able to 
make the diagnosis throngh the simple examination of 
the milk.” 

Should this be left in the hands of the private practi- 
tioner? Your answer, I t ke it, will be decidedly in the 
negative. Those of us who have the professional charge 
of large numbers of dairy cows must perforce resort to 
the microscope ; at the same time, not all country 
veterinary surgeons have the necessary time and ap- 
paratus. 

If the microscopic examination fails, as it may fail, 
and suspicion is still attached to the lesion in the udder, 
three methods of diagnosis are left to us. These are 
(1) harpoonage, (2) tuberculin testing, (3) the experi- 
mental inoculation of the guinea-pig. 

Little need be said about (1) and (3). They are not 
practicable methods as a rule. (3) is an extremely 
delicate test, but it takes too long and costs too much 
fur private individuals to resort to it. Testing with 
tuberculin is of doubtful value. I have discontinued it 
for some years. The chances are in favour of a positive 
reaction anyway, due to the existence of some tubercu- 
lous lesion elsewhere. 

Non-reaction in an apparently healthy animal would 
be useful in making a negative diagnosis. 

Cultivation is of no use as a means of diagnosis ; be- 
sides being a slow growing organism under optimum 
conditions, pure cultures of the tubercle bacillus are not 


(22) ‘* Transaction British Congress on Tuberculosis,’’ 
1901, pp. 18 and 64. 


to be obtained by inoculation of the medium direct from 
the tissues. The tubercular material is first passed 
through the guinea-pig. 

Future LeGisLaTION. 


To deal with the clinically diseased cow it will be 
necessary to obtain fresh general legislation applicable 
tothe whole country. Meanwhile the Dairies, Cow- 
sheds, and Milkshops O:der, as amended, should be 
made compulsory. At the present time, most rural dis- 
trict councils adopt ever dine and do nothing: the 
D.C.M. Order is tl a dead letter. 

It is a standing disgrace that the detection and 
slaughter of milech cows with tuberculous udders are left 
to voluntary action on the part of theowner. I have no 
sympathy with the man who keeps a “piner” in his 
herd for the sake of the milk she yields, and finds she 
developes the disease in the udder. It is quite another 
matter in the case of cows in good condition which have 
shown, to the layman at any rate, no suspicious signs of 
tuberculosis. 

The absurd system by which various municipalities, 
with their special powers, condemn certain milk and 
certain cows in one district and allow them to be passed 
on to another district would be grotesque, did it not 
aim seriously at dealing with the problem. In Birming- 
ham, (23) for example, there is a penalty attached to the 
sale of milk from a tuberculous udder, and notification 
is compulsory. The result is n2/—not a single case has 
been notitied, and in the few cases detected it has been 
impossible to prove knowledge. 

The whole question hinges on diagnosis, and this can 
only be effected by regular clinical inspections on the 
part of veterinary officers of health of all dairy cows. , 


(23) Tuberculosis and the Milk Supply, Report for Bir- 
mingham, Veterinary Record, Jun. 11, 1908. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting took place at the Hotel Metro- 
pole, Leeds, on Friday, January 3i1st, the President 
(Mr. J. McKinna, of Huddersfield) in the chair. The 
attendance of members and associates included Prof. 
W. O. Williams, Liverpool ; Messrs. T. P. Pratt, Ripon: 
J. Clarkson, Garforth (hon. sec.); H. G. Bowes, Leeds 
(hon. treasurer); C. Aggio, Malton; G. E. Bowman, 
G. C. Barber, W. Crawford, J. A. Dixon, A. W. Mason, 
A. McCarmick, Frank Somers, and §$. Wkaram, of 
Leeds ; G. W.Carter, Keighley ; F. W. Clough, Morley: 
Harold Dyson, Huddersfield ; A. Ellison, Harrogate ; 
A. N. Foster, Sheffield; J. A. Hodgman, and Y¥. 
Robinson, Barnsley; F. Hallilay, Dewsbury; W. F. 
Pawlett, York ; H Pollard, Wakefield ; G. Whitehead, 
Batley ; and F. Woodrow, Swinefleet. 


New MEMBERS. 


Capt. McDouea.t, A.V.C., was nominated for 
bership by the Hon. Sec. 

On the motion of Mr. Wharam, seconded by Mr. 
Bowes, the following six gentlemen were electe 
members : ‘ 

Messrs. E. H. Pratt, Northallerton; H. Woe 
Thirsk ; James Furness, Darlington ; W. 
Anston ; E. G. Jounston, Beighton, near Sheflield: 
and W. Epmonpson, Harrogate. 


FortTHcoMING CouNncIL ELECTION. 


The PRESIDENT intimated that the executive bid 
decided to recommend that, at the forthcoming elect! 


of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary St 
‘geons, they should again amalgamate with the Easte™ 


} 
a b 
a 
ir 
th 
He 
| 
TEE 
too. 
| | hor: 
M 
hair 
M 
inte 
O 
cont 
A 
Pres 
Me 
Ay 
Grij 
Offi 
Pres 
Mer¢ 
inab 
Seer, 
At 
from 
My 
} 
Seryj] 
Mg 


Metro- 
»sident 

The 
1 Prof. 
Ripon: 
Leeds 
ywiman, 
Mason, 
am, 0 


‘or 


b Mr. 
elected 


Woor, 
sheffield : 


utive had 
election 
inary Sut 
Kaster® 


_ horse stumbled or struck his toe in the road. 
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Counties, the Lancashire, and the Liverpool Associa- 
tions. 

On the proposition of the Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. 
Robinson, the recommendation was unanimously 
agreed to. 


PATHOLOGICAL SPECIMENS. 


The PRESIDENT explained that the question of having 
a presidential address had been considered by the 
Council, but that it was decided to dispense with it on 
this occassion, and to have pathological specimens in- 
stead. He was delighted to fall in with the suggestion, 
and he was sure the members would also. At the same 
time he must say that he could not forget their great 
kindness in having three months ago re-elected him to 
the presidency. He was very reluctant to accept office 
again, but he was anxious to do all he could to further 
the interests of the Society, which did good in many 
ways. 

The PRESIDENT exhibited a case of sarcocystis mie- 
scheri from a pig which weighed over 30 stone, the 
specimen having been sent to him by Mr. P. Braid, 
M.R.C.V.S., an old assistant, from the abattoir at Glas- 
gow. The portions shown were taken from the muscles 
of the fore and hind leg, but the animal was affected at 
the back, the diaphragm, pleura, and between the ribs, 
while the cesophagus also showed granules in large num- 
bers. The disease was not common in this country, but 
it was frequent in Germany. 

Mr. Somers had two specimens. One acase of osteo- 
sarcoma, and the other a remarkable calculus taken from 
the kidney of a cart horse. He doubted whether anyone 
had seen a larger calculus. Unfortunately he had no 
history of the case. 

Prof. WzLLIAMs said the calculus was the finest that 
he had ever seen—it certainly was the largest. An ex- 
amination of the horse would have proved very interest 
ing. The probability was that the thing originated 
owing to people being so foolish as to give a limited 
supply of water. 

Mr. Foster produced calculi from the kidneys of a 
cow and a donkey. 

Mr. exhibited a fractured humerus. He said 
the horse was a seven-year-old carriage horse, 17 h.h. 
He was one of a pair, but when he met with the accident 
was going singly. When travelling on a smooth, level 
road he stumbled, or put his toe into the ground. 

Mr. CarTER expressed the opinion that the fracture 
took place in the stable, and the displacement when the 


Mr. CLoueH said there was no mark on the skin or 
air. 

_ Mr. WHaram also interested the members in a case of 
intestinal concretion. 

On the motion of Mr. Bowes, the members who had 
contributed specimens were warmly thanked. 

A hearty vote of thanks was also accorded to the 
President, the resolution having been moved by Mr. 
MeCarmick. 

THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


Among the guests at the dinner were Professor 

rinbaum, University of Leeds; Dr. Moore, Medical 
Officer of Health for Huddersfield ; Messrs. E. E. Stent, 
President of Lancashire V.M.S., F. W. Garnett, Winder- 
mere ; A. James Douglas, Ripon. Letters of regret at 
inability to be present had been received by the Hon. 

retary from a large number of gentlemen. 

At the dinner the loyal toasts were appropriately given 
from the chair. 
._ Mr. Carrer proposed “The Imperial Forces,” recall- 
ing the names of the British military and naval heroes, 
ron observing that their deeds would ever stimulate the 

rvices, 

Major A. W. Mason, alluded with satisfaction to the 


torial Army, the Veterinary Medical profession had been 
consulted. 

Mr. Bowes gave “The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons,” associating therewith the name of Mr. Gar- 
nett, who, he observed, had been mainly instrumental in 
promoting the Bill which they hoped would be passed 
into law. This Bill was undoubtedly the most impor- 
tant thing, so far as professional politics, which had 
affected them for years. It introduced one or two in- 
novations which they in Yorkshire agreed were neces- 
sary. The chief one, perhaps, had reference to the 
annual registration fee. There had been a difference of 
opinion in the profession in regard to this fee. Many 
members thought it was necessary, while others believed 
that it would be useful, but would rather not have it 
retrospective. Funds were required for the College. 
The profession had voted on the question, and a good 
majority of those who had voted had decided that the 
Bill should be proceeded with. Unfortunately a large 
number of the members of the profession did not respond 
to the circular at all. That, however, they were not 
altogether surprised at, for the greatest fault of their 
wrofession was the apathy of a large portion of its mem- 
ers. But the fact that the large majority of those who 
voted decided that the Bill should be proceeded with 
showed conclusively that the profession generally were 
in favour of it. They might take it for granted that 
those members who did not take the trouble to respond 
to the circulars which was issued had not strong views 
against the Bill. The Bill might have faults—most 
Bills had faults—but most of the provisions were pro- 
visions which they as a profession required. First of 
all they wanted money. Their present income was 
derived from students’ fee, which were a diminishing 
quantity. So far as students were concerned, there was 
a lessened interest in the profession, though he thought 
this would be improved in the future by a considerable 
number of new posts in connection with public health. 
He hoped the profession would recognise the impor- 
tance of its graduates being fully prepared to take up 
those positions. Personally he should ane been pleased 
if the suggestion made by Prof. Williams in Council had 
been carried out, that a special degree in public health 
should be instituted by the College. That, however, 
was not considered necessary at the time. Now men 
who were going in for public appointments found it 
necessary to go in for the examinations of the Sanitary 
Institute. He did not know whether it was too late 
for the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons to institute a degree of public health. In conclu- 
ding, Mr. Bowes said that some time ago they heard a 
rumour that Mr. Garnett did not wish to put up for 
Council again, but he hoped they would on that occas- 
ion show him that they sincerely hoped he would not 
retire. Mr. Garnett was too useful to be lost to the 
Council. (Applause.) 

Mr. GARNETT, in response, said that the action of the 
Council in regard to the Bill referred to by Mr. Bowes 
had been absolutely correct. They had tried by every 
means in their power to test the feeling of the members 
of the profession on the subject. They had not on their 
own initiative rushed the matter through. What they 
had done was to issue a circular to the members of the 
profession in order to obtain their individual opinion as 
to whether the matter should be persevered with or fall 
through. That, he took it, was the only possible way 
to ascertain the opinion of any body of men such as they 
were. The profession had responded in no uncertain 
sound. By a majority of four to one they had decided 
to face the question for the good of the profession gener- 
ally. The opponents of the scheme numbered less than 
400. These members had, no donbt, to be considered, 
as every minority had to be considered by the majority, 
but he thought that when the vote came before the 


fact that, in regard to one important phase of the Terri- 


Council that body represented distinctly the views of 
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the profession when they approved the Bill. In every 
Bill which went before Parliament there was some 
alteration, and he had no doubt that there would be 
some alteration in their Bill. They had, however, 
reasonable hopes that it would pass. On the other hand 
he did not want the profession to be too sanguine. 
There were certain members who wanted to get up an 
agitation as to what they would do with all the money 
they would have. A more absurd proposition was never 
put before any people. It was like an old woman try- 
ing to count her chickens before they were hatched. 
He did not think they could do anything better than 
help the Council to endeavour to carry the Bill, and if 
the measure was carried in anything like its present 
form it would mark an era of progress such as the veteri- 
nary medical profession had never had before. He 
agreed with Mr. Bowes as to the importance of a degree 
of public health for veterinary surgeons. There were 
many other things which they required. He looked 
upon the passing of the Bill as the frst important step 
which they should take in obtaining the things they 
needed, including the instituting of a degree of Public 
Health as advocated by Professor Williams, which would 
redound to the credit of the profession. They had all 
along been a trained body of experts in public health, 
in relation to the diseases of animals, but the public had 
not recognised it. The veterinary profession had been 
neglected in its most important functions. No other 
body of men were trained in the same way as veterinary 
surgeons were for this work. There was a tax upon 
them. Everyone was jealous of them. It seemed to be 
thought that another degree should be instituted, but no 
degree could be instituted which could be compared with 
the training of the veterinary surgeon for protecting 
the public from contagious diseases of animals.— 
(App ause.) 

rofessor WILLIAMS introduced the toast of “ Public 
Health and Sanitary Science.” He said he hoped 
public health would remain good, and sanitary science 
would proceed on the lines it was proceeding. They had 
arrived at the stage when the British public were 
awakening to the fact that there were such things as 
public health and sanitary science, and that it was 
absolutely necessary for the good of the country that its 
health should be looked after. Perhaps they would be 
surprised to hear that this country, which was the 
leader in most things in the world, was far behind the 
a ig A of the nations, not only in regard to public 
health but also to sanitary science. These things in 
Great Britain were jumbled up. There was no appre- 
ciation as to the regulations which ought to be in exis- 
tence. There were local authorities who had the oppor- 
tunity of adopting or not adopting certain Acts of Par- 
liament. There was the Model Dairies Act, and there 
were nearly 200 bodies in the country who had not 
adopted any of these regulations whatever. The efforts 
were entirely spasmodic. Even in benighted Russia 
their method of meat inspection was an improvement on 
our method. Even in America they had a law. (Laugh- 
ter.) On the Continent every city and urban district 
had its veterinary inspector in addition to its medical 
officer of health. The Professor quoted Manchester, 
Edinburgh, and Glasgow as cities where the systems of 
meat inspection were worthy of consideration by other 
large authorities, but went on to urge that all inspection 
of cows and meat should be Imperial and not local. At 
the present time there was no veterinary surgeon or lay 
meat inspector who was not appointed by the Markets 
Committee. The man who could inflnence the most 
members of the Committee was the man who got the 
sapeanmant, but if he should condemn a few carcases 
belonging to a cousin of a member of the committee who 
had supported his candidature, that committeeman went 
along and said “This won’t do, you know you are going 
to ruin John Jones. Three carcases in a fortnight, he 


cannot afford that loss.” They must educate the public 
to recognise the fact that there were two classes of 
ofticers of health whose duties were ———- distinct. 
There must be the medical officer of health and the 
veterinary medical officer, each one looking after his own 
particular department, but acting in consultation when 
there was any danger to the health of the public. He 
did not see the value of having a medical officer of 
health as the head of the veterinary medical depart- 
ment. They ought to make an effort to have inspection 
of meat an Imperial and not a local matter. They had 
no desire to interfere with the duties of the medical 
officer of health, but to assist him. They did, however, 
object to laymen interfering with their duties.-~ 
(Applanse.) 

Dr. Moore (Medical Officer of Health for Hudders- 
tield) responded. He said he hoped they would take 
the earliest opportunity of instituting a degree or dip- 
loma in what he might call veterinary public health. He 
did not think they need wait until they get a charter ; 
if they introduced a short Bill in the next Session of 
Parliament for instituting a degree he did not think it 
would be opposed. He asked, Mr. Garnett to modify his 
view in one particular. That gentleman said that every- 
one was jealous of veterinary surgeons. Well, he 
humbly ventured to put forward the opinion that that 
statement was too positive—it was all too embracing. 
{f Mr. Garnett had said that there was a deal of jealousy, 
or something like that, he should not have had any re- 
mark to make, but he asked him to modify his assertion 
and say that everyone was not jealous. Prof. Williams 
said that England was behind other nations in public 
health matters. He dared say the Professor would have, 
in all probability, included Scotland amongst “other 
nations.” Perhaps it would be an advantage, and _per- 
haps not an advantage to have an Imperial veterinary 
service. It had been his belief, and he thought it was 
shared by Englishmen generally, that that class of 
Government did not tend to the freedom of the people. 
He thought that we had accepted the principle of local 
government in toto, that we had conceived it was better 
to have local Government than government from a 
central place. Having said so much, he would come 
round and place himself in a good deal of agreement 
with what Prof. Williams had said with regard to a 
meat inspector who tried to do his duty. If here and 
there in a public assembly they have people who could 
not be quite honest, it must not be imagined that the 
majority of the members of local authorities would be 
dishonest. Surely they did not think so bad of their 
fellownen as to suppose that in a body of 60 or 120 men 
they had a majority of dishonest men. He _ had per- 
ceived a tendency to debate the question of medical 
officers of health and veterinary surgeons. Surely that 
was regrettable. If they were going to enter iato a con- 
sideration of the question, neither the veterinary sur- 
geon nor the doctor would be comfortabln. He hoped 
they would agree with him that it would be worth while, 
not to consider what the difference was between the two 
men, but rather to discover the points where their 1n- 
terests coincided, where they could agree together an 
where they could help. Personally, he had not found 
any difficulty of any kind, and he thought that the 
President of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society 
had, in his public appointment, escaped unpleasantness. 
The fact was that the public health was what the mem- 
bers of the public health service had to consider. There 
must be some governing and controlling body ; it was 
neither the doctor nor the veterinary surgeon, but the 
authority whom they served. (App.) Deans 

Mr. G. E. Bowman proposed “ Kindred Societies. 
He commented upon the great value of these associé 
tions not only in promoting the interchange of Pr: 
fessional ideas, but also in encouraging sociability 2” 


enabling veterinarians to get to know one another. 
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Mr. E. H. Stent (President of the Lancashire Society) 
spoke of the friendly relations which existed between 
his Association and the Yorkshire Society, and said how 
glad he was to be present on that occasion. 

The Hon. Sec. proposed “The Visitors.” He re- 
retted that from illness and other causes they had 
ewer guests than usual. He should like to see the 

Lancashire and the Yorkshire Societies a little more 
intimate than they even were, and suggested that next 
year they should send half-a-dozen invitations to their 
annual dinner to Lancastrian friends, through the Presi- 
dent. The compliment would, he was sure, be re- 
turned. 

Prof. GRUNBAUN, in reply, recalled that his work 
brought him into connection with veterinary science 
and those who practised it, and said that at the Uni- 
versity of Leeds they always received with pleasure the 
pathological specimens which were sent to them by 
veterinarians. He had always looked upon the subject 
which he had to teach as being by no means confined 
tothe human being. Human and animal pathology 
were intimately associated, and one could not possibly 
teach one without the other. 

Prof. Witt1aMs submitted “The Yorkshire Veteri- 
nary Medical Society,” of which his late father was, he 
remarked, the first Secretary. It was sad to reflect that 
there was no one at the dinner who was present at the 
inauguration of the Society, but there was one pleasant 
thing that the attendance included two whose fathers 
were very much concerned in the founding of the Society 
--Mr. G. W. Carter and himself. The two of them were 
brought up in Great Horton Lane in Bradford. Their 
fathers were professional opponents, but the greatest of 
friends, and the two families had always been of the 
best of friends. For 40 years he did not think there 
had been an annual dinner of the Society without a 
Carter or Williams being present. This Society, he 
thought in 1866, when his father went to Scotland, pre- 
sented him with a most handsome microscope. It was 
a most appropriate gift, because in 1865 his father re- 
ceived a silver medal from the Welsh Eisteddfod for his 
microscopic research. He did a great deal towards the 
encouragement of microscopic study by the members of 
the veterinary profession. He thought the Yorkshire 
was about the oldest veterinary medical Society in the 
country. It had donea great deal of good. Yorkshire 
had a great deal of influence on the Council. 

acknowledged the toast. He expressed 
his appreciation of the kindness that he had received in 
Lancashire and Yorkshire and on the Council of the 
Royal College, and observed that in Scotland, so far as 
public appointments were concerned, veterinary sur- 
geons enjoyed privileges which their professional brethren 
in England longed to possess. Last year the Yorkshire 
Society did very good work ; there was a good average 
attendance, and the interest in the papers and discuss- 
lon was well maintained. Yorkshire had always taken 
a leading part in the politics of the profession, and was 
among the first to discuss the question of a registration 
fee. He did not think there would a man in the pro- 
fession who would not be able or willing to pay his 
guinea registration fee. In the new year that was just 
started upon he hoped the members would extend him 
the same generous support as during last year, and that 
the Society would always keep to the front in profess- 
lonal matters. He thanked Dr. Moore for his presence 
and remarks, and said that both with that gentleman 
and his predecessors in the office of Medical Officer of 
Health for Huddersfield Geen others Dr. Cameron, 
tow of Leeds) he had worked harmoniously. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual general meeting was held at Ye Olde 
Castle Restaurant on Friday evening the 31st January, 
1908, Mr. J. J. Ross, President, occupying the chair. 
The following members were present :—Messrs. F. 
Russell, A. M. Creighton, Lisburn ; F. W. Potts, Ban- 
bridge ; H. Gibson, B. A. Dublin ; W. Dawson, Cavan ; 
Troy, Kilpatrick; John McLean, J. Ewing Johnston, J. 
McClure arry, J. A. Jordan, Belfast ; Joseph McAleer, 
R. W. Thompson, Portadown; Howard McConnell, 
Armagh; J. A. Thownpson, Lurgan, Hon. Treasurer, and 
James Gregg, Belfast, Hon. Sec. 

Letters and telegrams of regret at inability to be pre- 
sent was announced from Messrs. Robert Kernohan, 
J.P., John Kernohan, 8. R. Thompson, J. Lawther, F. A. 
Emery and W. C. M. Smith. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been read 
and confirmed were passed unanimously. 


REpoRT OF SECRETARY. 


Mr. Greco (Hon. Sec.) presented the following annual 
report : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—The N.I.V.M. Asso- 
ciation was formed about this time last year for the 
purpose of binding the profession in Ulster closer toge- 
ther for their mutual benefit, also for the purpose of 
improving their social status. In how far you have suc- 
ceeded in your task may be gathered from the follow- 
ing :—During the 12 months you have collected toge- 
ther 33 good men and true who are more or less inter- 
ested in their calling and would like to see it recognised 
more than it has been in the past as a learned profes- 
sion. 

At the initial gathering you invited the members of 
the Public Health and Markets Committee of the Bel- 
fast Corporation, most of whom attended and spoke in 
glowing terms of the value of the veterinary prefession 
to the public. You hada paper on Meat Inspection by 
Mr. Hy. Gibson, B.A., M.R.C.V.S., to which all listened 
with interest, including the members of the Corporation, 
and I have no doubt but it had an effect in getting the 
salary of the Veterinary Inspector up to something 
respectable instead of the paltry wage at first a 

At your second meeting you had a very valuable paper 
on “ Redwater,” by Mr. Howard McConnell, M.R.C.V.S., 
Armagh. The meeting was well attended, and Mr. Mc- 
Connell’s paper was much appreciated by the members. 

At your third meeting you were fortunate to have a 
paper by Professor Mettam. This meeting was held in 
the City Hall under the patronage of the Lord Mayor 
(Rt. Hon. Earl of Shaftesbury) and was attended by 
many distinguished medical gentlemen. Prof. Mettam 
gave a very eloquent address, showing the high scienti- 
fic education veterinary surgeons received, and urging 
the necessity of Veterinary Inspectors of Meat and Milk. 
Sir John Byers opened the discussion in a lengthy and 
able speech, demanding the Government at once to 
recognise the veterinary profession as public health ex- 
perts in their own line. Several others medical gentle- 
men joined in the discussion, following on similar lines. 
Mr. Hedley, F.R.C.V.S., of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, and Mr. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S., of Dublin, were 
also present and spoke to the subject, as did also Sir 
Otto Jaffe and Mr. Alex. Wilson, Belvoir Park Dairy. 

Your fourth meeting was held in Portadown, when a 
very able paper was read by Mr. R. W. Thompson, 
M.R.C.V.S. The meeting was well attended and the 
discussion lively and intelligent. 

Your thanks are due to Mr. T. H. Sloan, M.P., for 
looking after your interests in the House of Commons, 
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To Sir John Byers, M.D., for the interest he has shown 
in your wellfare and increased recognition, also to Prof. 
Symmers, Prof. Sinclair, and Sir Otto Jaffe for good 
words spoken on your behalf, which have no doubt 
helped Leonel the object you had in view when you 
formed the Society. To the local press and veterinary 
journals for kindly. reporting your meetings. The 
former did us every justice during the Tuberculosis 
Exhibition, for the inauguration of which the name of 
Lady Aberdeen shall go down to history. The profess- 
ion in Ireland should not seon ferget her Ladyship, for 
there is no doubt that she went out of her way to do us 
honour, and is at present our best advocate with the 
Government. 

In closing I wish to put it on record that during the 
year there has not been so much as one cross or disagree- 
able word spoken, every member has been most amiable. 
Your special thanks are due to Mr. Ross, your President, 
who on two occasions entertained you at his own 
expense, also to Mr. Thompson, of Lurgan, your treas- 
urer, for the very clear way he has kept the accounts of 
the Society. 

The adoption of the report having been proposed and 
seconded, was carried unanimously. 


ELECTION OF OF¥FICE-BEARERS. 


Mr. J. A. THompson, Lurgan, was upon the motion of 
the President (Mr. J. J. Ross), seconded by Mr. Howard 
McConnell, was unanimously chosen President of the 
Association for the ensuing year. 

Mr. THompson said he thanked the meeting very 
much for their unanimous election to the chair, and 
assured the Association that he would do all in his 
power to fill the chair during his year of office. He was 
not prepared to deliver an address that evening, but 
promised to do so at the next meeting. (Applause.) 

Secretary.—Mr. JORDAN was unanimously elected 
Secretary on the proposition of Mr. Gregg, seconded by 
Mr. Johnston. 

Mr. JorDAN suitably acknowledged the compliment, 
and assured the members he would put forth all bis 
energies to maintain the success of the Association. 

T'reasurer.—-It was proposed by the President, and 
seconded by Mr. Potts, that Mr. Ross be elected Treas- 
urer, which was carried by acclamation. 


PATENT MEDICINE STALLS AT SHOWS. 


Mr. Howarp McConneELL drew the attention of the 
members to the practice of instrument makers, medicine 
manufacturers, quacks, etc. exhibiting at shows to the 
detriment of the local practitioner. A very interesting 
discussion took place in which the following members 
took part :—-Messrs. McAleer, Potts, R. W. Thompson, 
Gregg, Ross, Johnston, Creighton, and Barry. There 
was diversity of opinion on the matter, some were in 
favour of withholding both their services and subscrip- 
tion from shows which allowed stalls for the sale of 
medicine or instruments, others, while sympathising 
with the former speakers, were afraid that by interfer- 
ing they would only give the medicine vendors ete. a 
chance of advertising. 
~ [t was ultimately decided to let the matter rest with 
the local practitioner to arrange with the Secretary of 
the show to which he was invited to render professional 
services. 

INsURANCE CoMPANIES FEEs. 


The members also discussed what attitude the pro- 
fession should oe toward insurance companies. They 
failed to see why these companies should get such work 
done at whatever they choose to pay. In some cases it 
was shown that their clients paid more for a visit than 
some of the companies allowed. 

Mr. McConnELL stated that he was offered a fee of 
2/6 to drive four miles and make an examination, which 


it is needless to say he refused. However, it was shown 
that all companies were not alike, and that some, such 
as the Scottish Accident .and others, paid a fair and 
reasonable fee. 

The members were of the unanimous opinion that 
the veterinary oer were themselves to blame, as 
in every case where the fee was not sufficient they should 
refuse to give their opinion, and return the papers to the 
sender, also that brother practitioners in the same 
district should combine and hold out for reason- 
able fees. 


Report oF DEPUTATION TO DUBLIN. 


Mr. Grece submitted the following report : 

Gentlemen,—In accordance with the resolution passed 
at your last meeting at Portadown, your deputation 
visited Dublin on the 15th inst. They called on the 
Local Government Board, and saw Mr. Barlas, the 
Secretary. He received the deputation very graciously, 
and suggested that the proper way to approach the 
Board was by deputation. He seemed to think there 
would be very little difficulty in the veterinary pro- 
tession getting all they required, provided they went on 
the lines of the Public Health (Scotland) Bill. 

Afterwards your deputation had a conference with the 
Council of the Veterinary Medical Association of Ire- 
land at the Royal Veterinary College. Two schemes of 
Veterinary Public Health were discussed. The first 
was administration by the Department of Agriculture; 
this was objected to by some of the members present 
on account of the veterinary branch of that department 
using young men for their work instead of employing 
the local practitioners of the country. Mr. Hedley, 
however, pointed out that a great many new veterinary 
surgeons would be required to carry out the Publie 
Health work, as his present staff would not be available 
for that purpose. 

The other scheme discussed was that of direct admini- 
stration by the Local Government Board by the ap- 
pointment of a Veterinary Commissioner, or failing that, 
one or more Local Government Board Inspectors, acting 
as a central authority, allowing the local authorities to 
appoint their own Veterinary Health Officers, their 
work being checked by the Local Government Board 
as it is at present the case in the medical administra- 
tion of the Board. 

Your deputation left before any final decision jad 
been arrived at, but before leaving, agreed to co-operate 
with the bpaceny J Medical Association of Ireland in 
the scheme most likely to be of advantage to the pro- 
fession in this country. 

Your deputation, however, think that if Veterinary 
Public Health could be administered by a_ separate 
department of the Department of Agriculture, veteri- 
nary surgeons would run less chance of being absorbed 
by the Medical Officers of the Local Government 
Board, and would have more distinct recognition. They 
would therefore suggest to you the following :— That 
animals showing signs of clinical Tuberculosis should be 
notified to the County Council Veterinary Inspectors 
and to the Veterinary Branch of Board of Agriculture, 
whose duty it should be to prevent the disease spread- 
ing from animal to animal ; notification copies should 
be sent to the Veterinary Public Health Officer, who 
should be attached to the Department of Agriculture, 
his duty being to deal with animals dangerous to Public 
Health, and to take the necessary steps to put a stop to 
that danger ; also to the Veterinary Officers attached to 
the local Public Health bodies over the country, such 
local bodies will, it is presumed, have compulsory 
powers given to them under the coming Public Health 
Act to employ Veterinary Health Officers on some 
such lines as at present existin Scotland. But we huld 
that these officers should be under a central veter!- 
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nary board, having its headquarters in Dublin. And 
that the following small Committee be appointed to act 
with the Committee appointed by the VAMLA. of Ire 
land, to see that the foregoing suggestions are embodied 
in some form in the new Public Health Act ; and that 
Messrs. Ross, Thompson, and Jordan act on this sub- 
Committee.” 

Mr. JOHNSTON proposed, and Mr. McAleer seconded, 
that the report be printed, a copy posted to each mem- 
ber, and that a special meeting be summoned for Fri- 
day, 14th inst. in order to discuss same. This was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Greae read the following telegram which he re- 
ceived from Mr. McKenny, Hon. Sec. Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association of Ireland :— Following resolution was 
confirmed at last night’s general meeting—“ That a 
small committee be appointed to keep in view the new 
legislation upon the milk and tuberculosis questions 
with power to expend with Messrs. Wyman and Sons, 
Fetter Lane, London, a sum not exceeding five pounds, 
the Committee to consist of the following members :— 
Prof. Mettam, Messrs. Hedley, Watson, and the Hon. 
Sec., together with Messrs. Thompson and Ross co-opted 
from the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion ” 

Mr. Ross also read a letter which he received from 
Mr. Hedley bearing upon the above subject. 

Mr. R. W. THompson proposed, and Mr. Johnston 
seconded, that in future amie of reports should be 
printed ard circulated amongst the members previous 
to the night of meeting. This was unanimously 
adopted. 

The following nominations were received for election 
at the next meeting :— 

Mr. Matt Hepcey, F.R.C.V.S., Dublin, proposed by 

Mr. Ross, seconded by Mr. Jordan. 

Mr. ARTHUR STRINGER, Belfast, proposed by Mr. Ross, 

seconded by Mr. Jordan. 

Mr. F. A. Emery, F.R.C.V.S., Belfast, proposed by 

Mr. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Johnston. 

Mr. J. A. Gauut, M.R.C.V.S., Ballymoney, proposed 

by Mr. Gregg, seconded by Mr. Johnston. 

The names were received with acclamation. Ballot 
to take place at the next meeting. 

The members then sat down to refreshments which 
were excellently served, and after the customary toasts 
had been duly honoured a very enjoyable evening was 
brought to a close. 

Jas. A. Jorvan, Hon. Sec. 


Death from Glanders. 


On Tuesday, 11th inst., at Southwark Coroner’s Court, 
Dr. F. J. Waldo opened an inquiry with reference to the 
death of Edward James Shaw, aged forty, a horsedealer, 
lately of Oakley Place, New Kent Road, who died in 
Guy’s Hospital on the 6th inst. 

The Coroner said there was a suspicion that the man 
had died from glanders, a disease, as they were doubtless 
aware, which was communicable from horse to man. 
He had written to the L.C.C. informing them of the 
inquiry, and he was very pleased to see Mr. C. J. Hum- 
phrey, the district veterinary inspector, present. 

_ The widow of the deceased gave formal evidence of 
identification, and said she did not know how long her 
husband had been a horsedealer, but he had been one for 
at least 16 months. He enjoyed very good health, and 
worked on his own account. She had never known him 
to have a fit or anything of that sort, and he was gener- 
ally a sober man. He was first taken ill on Wednesday, 
Jannary 22nd, when he had influenza, and Dr. McLeary 
attended him. He showed no signs of improvement, 
and the doctor said he had contracted congestion of the 


had pneumonia, and then the doctor said he thought he 
had a slight touch of typhoid or enteric fever. Three 
days after he was taken bad he became delirious. Wit- 
ness attended to him herself, and Dr. McLeary advised 
her to have Dr. French, a physician, of St. Thomas’s 
Street, Borough, who saw her husband on January 29th. 
He confirmed the diagnosis of pneumonia and typhoid, 
and recommended the patient’s removal to Guy’s Hospi- 
tal for better attention and nursing day and night. Wit- 
ness took him there in a horsed ambulance on January 
30th, afterwards visiting him twice daily until his death, 
which occurred on February 7th. She was satistied 
a rae possible was done for her husband at the 
ospital. 

The Coroner: The hospital authorities have com- 
municated with me, and speak about a disease known 
as glanders. When did you first hear that your husband 
was suffering from glanders ?—About an hour before he 
died. Dr. French told me. 

What sort of business did your husband engage in ? 
Did he buy or sell horses ?—He bought and sold. 

What did he do with them when he bought them ?— 
Sold them again. 

To whom ?—He used to send them “ across the water.” 

Over to France do you mean?— No, to Belgium and 
Rotterdam. 

Why were they sent over there, do you know? I was 
once medical officer of health, and I used to watch the 
selling of horses. [ have seen these poor brutes killed 
in a legal manner, and their carcases sent to Belgium. I 
do not know if ever they were returned here as sausages 
in tins. What sort of horses did your husband send 
over. Were they good, strong, healthy horses with a 
lot of work in them, or weaklings ?—Sometimes he 
would buy horses worth £70 or £80 which had been 
down, and if they could not get them well they were sent 
abroad. 

Oh, injured horses ?—Yes. 
. Would your husband buy them up cheap !—I do not 
now. 
He would buy injured horses and send them to Bel- 
gium and Rotterdam, and they would be treated there ? 
—I could not tell you ; I do not know, but they would 
recover after they had got on the boat, because when 
they get there they are killed. ; 
Why don’t they kill them in the Old Kent Road, or 
send them to a slaughterer’s !—I cannot tell you that. 
Did your husband say anything to you about a sus- 
picion of glanders ?—No, he had no suspicion whatever, 
and he never had glanders before. JI hive no know- 
ledge of any particular horse or horses in which he had 
been dealing. 
Replying to Mr. C. J. Humphrey, the witness said her 
husband had no open place on this head or body until 
three days after he was taken ill, when he had a sore on 
the top of his head in his hair. It was a broken place, 
but nothing came from it, and it had healed up before 
he died. No operation was performed on her husband. 
Mr. Humphrey informed the Coroner that the de- 
ceased was frequently buying horses and sending them 
across the water, which was a trade by itself. 
A cask and barrel dealer named Sundborn, living at 
Camberwell, said that he had known Shaw practically 
all his life. The deceased had been a horse dealer for 
nine years, and dealt in all kinds of horses. 
The Coroner: Carriage horses and hunters !—No, 
working and shipping horses. 
I have heard of working horses, but what isa shipping 
horse !— One they send abroad. 
Any of them diseased ?—As soon as they get on board 
a veterinary surgeon examines them. 
What would he do if any of them had glanders ?—The 
animals would be condemned, and killed and buried. 
Then Shaw used to deal in old and worn out horses ¢ 


lungs ; this was about January 28th. He afterwards 


—If you term it in that way. 
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How would you term it? Where would he buy them ?| other disease. He never thought the man had typhoid, 
—At sales, and they are examined before they go on a|as there was no diarrhcea ; it was the other way about. 


He examined the patient most carefully and found an 


ship. 
The Coroner: Lam not aware of any law that pre-| eruption—little round vesicles. There were spots like 
p 


vents then: going to Belgium. 


flea-bites, but not at that time. He had one lump on 


The witness went on to say that Shaw sent over 13 or| one of his lower arms, but there was nothing particular 
14 horses on the Saturday before he was taken ill ; that | about it except that it vas not discharging. It was not 
would be on January 18th, and he was taken ill on the}a farcy button. Farcy was a disease allied to glanders, 
22nd. During the whole time that witness had known | Witness got a history of his dealing in horses from his 
him he had never known of a single case of glanders,| wife. Glanders was always connected with people who 
and he had been with him in three stables. He knew] had or sold horses. On January 31st the deceased had 
what glanders was, but he had never had a case. There} developed very bad cellulitis of the head, and he grad- 


were no horses left behind on the 18th. 


ually got worse. That did not make witness suspicious, 


The Coroner’s officer said the deceased kept four work- | and he still thought he had erysipelas. They let out 
ing horses for his own jobs, and they were quite healthy | some matter, but he got worse in his general condition, 
and free from glanders. became more delirious, and his lungs got more trouble- 

Witness added that if it was true that the deceased | some ; also he developed several little buds on his arms 


had glanders, he could not account for it. 


and legs. They were lumps that could be felt under the 


At this juncture Dr. Smith, of Guy’s Hospital, who|skin. They then got suspicious. That would have been 
was in court on other business, informed the Coroner} on the 4th February, about two days before the death. 
that the doctor in the case was laid up with influenza,| Witness did not know of the o_o properly until 


which was very prevalent in the district. He (Dr.| after the death, but he believed 


r. French told the wife 


Smith) did not see the case during life, and was present | about it shortly before her husband died. Cultivations 


at only a part of the autopsy. 


had been made ina kind of broth by the bacteriologist. 


The Coroner asked Mr. Humphrey whether he was} Witness made a post-mortem examination of the body, 


| to give evidence. 
r. 


which was very well nourished. The deceased was a 


Humphrey said he particularly wanted to hear | somewhat heavy man, weighing about 12st., and 5ft. 10in. 
the doctor’s evidence, and the diagnosis upon which he|in height. Except what he had already mentioned, 


based his suspicion of glanders. Had any cultures been 


there were no other marks of violence. The lungs had 


made for microscopical and bacteriological examina-| some nodules on one side, very like broncho-pnenmonia, 
tions ? and in one lung was a patch of gangrene, the tissue be- 

Dr. Smith said cultures were taken, and as far as he| ing practically dead and breakingdown. The heart and 
knew completed, and subjected to the microscope, with | abdominal organs were quite healthy, except the spleen, 


the result that the characteristics of glanders were 


which was very soft and pulpy, but contained no nodulese 


found. The skull and brain were normal. 


Mr. Humphrey said the culture of the glanders 


Did you look at any of the matter under the micros- 


bacillus was absolutely definite, and could be demonstra- | cope !—No, I left that to the bacteriologist, who was 
ted in four days. quite satisfied that it was a death from glanders. He 


The Coroner : We have no evidence on the point yet. 
Mr. Humphrey said he preferred giving his evidence 
after hearing the doctor. 
[The inquiry was then adjourned. ] 


At the Southwark Coroner’s Court on Tuesday, Keb. 
18th, Dr. F. J. Waldo resumed his inquiry. 

Dr. Richard Rowlands, one of the resident medical 
officers at Guy’s Hospital, now stated that he admitted 
the deceased on the afternoon of January 30th, when he 
thought he was suffering from pneumonia. He had all 
the signs of inflammation of one lung. 

Was there anything pointing to glanders ?—Nothing 
at all. I have never before seen a case of glanders. 

It isa very rare disease ?—Yer, rather rare 1 ow, and 
there has not been a case in Guy’s Hospital for six or 
seven years to my knowledge. I have read of them and 
seen models and soon, and I should have suspected glan- 
ders had I seen the symptoms. 

The witness went on to say that the patient hada 
wound on his head, and all his hair was caked with it. 
He had it cleaned up. As the man had been delirious 
he thought he had knocked his head. After the wound 
was cleaned it looked more like a carbuncle than any- 
thing else ; there were a few points of matter here and 
there as there would have been in the case of a carbun- 
cle. At first there was inflammation round the base, 
and witness mistook it for erysipelas. The patient was 
rational at times, but delirious at night. e did not 
get the history of the wound from him. If he had had 
a wound in his head to begin with, and assuming that 
he handled a glandered horse and got some discharge on 
his hand, and then scratched his head, that might have 
conveyed the poison. It would have been possible for 
the wound to have healed up and afterwards develop 
like he saw it. Atany rate, witness thought he had 


found the bacillus of glanders, which is peculiar to 
this particular disease. It could not be found in any- 
thing else. It is not unlike the bacillus of tubercle, and 
about the same size. 

The Coroner : Some people think that bacilli are like 
little insects running about, but asa fact they are so 
tiny that you could put millions of them on a postage 
stamp /—Yes. 

They can be seen only by one of the mosr powerful 
glasses known ?—-Yes. The glanders bacillus is in the 
shape of a little rod, but they differ in the way they 
cultivate them. The bacteriologist cultivated them in 
some kind of broth, but I do not know for how long. He 
said he was perfectly sure they were the glanders 
bacilli. He passed them on to some other animal, which 
reproduced the disease. I am quite satisfied that this 
was acase of glanders, and that is all I can tell you. 

The Coroner said he had been in communication with 
the L.C.C., who had very kindly sent him a copy of 
their “ Regulations as to Glanders and Farey,” which 
came into force at the beginning of the present year. 
He read the whole of the circular, 

Dr. Rowlands said he entirely agreed with its con- 
tents. Glanders, he added, was always fatal in mab. 
The disease was taken from horses, donkeys, and 
mules, and was communicated to man throngh the nose. 
It was a febrile disease in man, and affected the mucous 
membranes of the mouth, nose, and air passages, a? 
sometimes of the intestinal tract as well, and was 
marked by an eruption and buds, which were very 
characteristic. I[t was a preventable disease. 

A Juror: Could it be got by a man with a_ sore 
throat taking the breath of an affected horse /— Yes, if 
he has an abrasion in his throat. 

The Coroner: [ suppose one man can get it from 
another man ?—Yes. 


pneumonia, and saw no evidence of glanders or any 


The Coroner : It is a very important subject, and very 
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necessary that the L.C.C. regulations should be carried | he did not know from what horse. He did not keep his 
, out as well as possible. horses very long. He would buy them one day and they 
i Mr. Charles James Humphrey, Veterinary Officer | would be on the boat the next. In Belgium, if they 
a under the L.C.C., for the Brixton district, stated that he | found a glandered horse they would burn it and report 
e had known the deceased man for seven years as a dealer | the matter to the English Government. He thought the 
n in horses. He was in the habit of attendiug the reposi-| L.C.C. regulations were sufticient to prevent the spread 
r tories where horses were sold every week, and buying | of the disease, as they had power of inspection. If peo- 
it animals for shipment. Asa rule such horses were not| ple failed to notify they got no compensation, and were 
S. capable of working, and were bought for a few pounds| very likely fined. 
Is each, and shipped to Belgium and Holland. By the Jury: He had never heard of a man recover- 
0 The Coroner: To be turned into sausage meat !—Some | ing from glanders. It was avery rare disease in man, 
d of them are used as human food. but always fatal. He believed glanders occurred more 
1- Do they come back in tins !—No, in skins, but most} frequently than was known, as it was not recognised. 
8, of them are eaten by the inhabitants. All are examined | There were only ten deaths from it last year. He did 
ut by a veterinary surgeon before they go—a qualified | not think there were more cases than formerly, but they 
D, veterinary surgeon employed by the shipping company, | got to hear of them. He did not think the disease was 
e- and if a case of glanders was discovered it would be re-|on the increase, but he believed that more human 
18 ported to me, and the animal would be destroyed. beings died of glanders than were certified, because 
1e Is there any chance of getting glandered sausages in| many doctors were not familiar with it, and the disease 
on London ?—None whatever. was put down to many other blood diseases, such as 
h. Suppose some of these horses get better over there,| septicemia in some form, which would appear on the 
til they may be used, I suppose ?—I believe there are a few | doctor’s certificate as “blood poisoning.” Glanders was 
fe workers sent over, but very few. a blood poison, but a specific one. 
ns They are mostly killed?—-Yes. Every precaution is} The Coroner, in summing-up, said he had gone very 
st. taken. They are properly looked after, and are on board | fully into the case, because it was one of very great im- 
ly, only a few hours. portance, and it was necessaiy to get to the bottom of 
sa There is no law against it, but it seems a pity that|the matter for the sake of prevention. He believed a 
In. a horse should end its days like that —It is quite| great deal of good did come from coroners’ courts, chiefly 
od, legal. in preventing unnecessary deaths in the future. They 
ad Mr. Humphrey went on to say that he had never known | had not been able to establish how this unfortunate man 
1a, the deceased to have a glandered horse, nor had he ever | contracted this disease, but he thought there was very 
be- reported one to him. He went down to his premises | little doubt that the glanders got into his system either 
nd and examined the horses, and found no indication of | through the wound in his head, or else he hada scratch. 
en, glanders, and he had been unable to get any history of | He acknowledged the valuable assistance the presence 
less his having been in contact with a glandered horse. of Mr. Humphrey had given him. 
This shipping business, do all these poor animals go} The jury found that the deceased died from glanders 
‘OS- over alive, or are some of them killed first ?—Oh, all | contracted during his business asa horse dealer, and that 
vas alive. If a horse is improperly killed a person would be | his death was due to misadventure. 
He subject to prosecution. A post-mortem examination is} At the conclusion of the enquiry, the Coroner said he 
to made on every horse killed over there before the meat is | was surprised to learn from Dr. Rowlands that glanders 
ny- allowed to be utilised. Flesh used to be sent from Eng-| in the human being was not a notifiable disease, but he 
und land, but 1t is illegal now. certainly thought it should be. Without a doubt, sucha 
. Continuing, the witness said he was satisfied that | deadly disease as glanders ought to be notifiable. (Hear, 
ike Shaw died of glanders, and he thought the disease en-| hear, from the jury.) 
age arcy buds were very characteristic of the disease. Shav: 
might have had ascratch. The incubation period of Prosecution by R.C.V.5.—Dismissed. 
rful human glanders was not known, as they could not find] Matthew Collinson, 62 Cambridge Road, Kingston, 
the _ 4man willing to be inoculated, the disease being so fatal, | was summoned for unlawfully using the designation of 
hey but the majority of cases took from three to six weeks. | ‘Canine specialist, dogs, and cats treated for all 
; in A horse might have latent glanders for over 12 months | diseases,” thus describing himself as qualified to prac- 
He without showing any external indications. The disease | tice a branch of veterinary surgery, whereas he was not 
ders was not so fatal in horses as in man; it was peculiarly | on the Registers of Veterinary Surgeons, and did not 
hich an equine disease. A man infected with glanders was| hold at the time of the passing of the Veterinary Sur- 
this generally dead within a month of complaining. With | geons’ Act, 1881, the Veterinary Certificate of the High- 
you. regard to horse troughs, every horse owner was circular- | land and Agricultural Society.—Defendant admitted he 
with ised on the subject seven years ago, but unfortunately | was not a veterinary surgeon, but maintained that he did 
y_ of the troughs were generally left by benevolent people, | not trade as such. 
hich and it was very hard to do away with them. The| Mr. George Thatcher, who appeared on behalf of the 
year. L.C.C. had no power todo so. However, the chance of | Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, said the action 
getting glanders was very small. Witness explained | was taken under Section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons 
cos" that he went to Guy’s Hospital in connection with this | Act, 1881, which provided against the offence alleged to 
man. case and was shown the bacteriological specimens, slides, | have been committed by defendant. There were three 
and and cultures. He (Mr. Humphrey) had just passed | classes of people entitled to the style of veterinary sur- 
nose. through his bacteriological course at the a sand There | geon ; the Members and Fellows of the R.C.V.S., those 
cous Was no question that the bacillus found was that of | holding the Highland certificate at the time of the pass- 
and landers ; it was applied to a guinea-pig. Hundreds of | ing of the Act, and those who before the passing of the 
was orses were tested every week with mallein, and if he| Act had practised as veterinary surgeons for five years, 
very = a case, under the Act he could compel the owner to/and were thus entitled to registration. ; 
ave his other horses tested. Mallein gave a definite| The Mayor pointed out that defendant did not style 
_ sore teaction if glanders was present. When diseased horses | himself a veterinary surgeon, but Mr. Thatcher submit- 
ex, if Were killed the L.C.C. paid half the agreed value. In | ted the description the defendant had adopted brought 
Some countries they had gone farther than England. It|him within the scopeof the Act. The case of R.C.V.S. 
from started in Paris, where the use of mallein was compul- | v. Johnson was quoted in support of the prosecution.— 
sory. The City of London did not go as far as the |The magistrates dismissed the case. At the request of 
] very County of London, as it had fewer horses. He thought | Mr. Thatcher the magistrates consented to state a case. 


the deceased got the disease through horse-dealing, but '—Z'he Surrey Comet. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases 


Sheep} gwine Feve: 


Period.. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- | Slauyh. 
breaks| mals. breaks} mals. jbreaks mals. Dogs. other breaks. | terec 
| 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Feb. 6) 24 27 | i aie 47 17 7" 105 
1967 .. | 19 ay 14) 45 26 38 159 
worresponding week in {1906 .. | 24 29 23 44 17 15 76 
1905... 19 24 16 35 56 1l 77 
Total for 7 weeks, 1908 . 4 184 2531 1 108 113 | 40s 412 195 876 
1907... | 130 166 128 298 241 259 1116 
Corresponding period in ; 1906 .. | 127 172 168 296 169 128 600 
1905 .. | 146 236 163-3305 374 74 295 
Board cf Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 18, 1! 08 

IRELAND. Week ended Feb 8 2) | 3 17 
; 1907 23 5 35 
Corresponding Week in { 1906 12 1 6 
1905 23 1 13 
Total for 6 weeks, 1908 2 20 364 
1907 .. ae od 88 26 B5C 

Corresponding period in | 1906 .. 1 1 ° 1 4 ee _ 88 2 20 . 
1905 3 5 119 17 171 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 13, 1908 


Notse.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


“ As Diseased or Exposed to Infecticn 


Veterinary Inspection of Cows. 


The Sanitary Committee of the Chertsey Urban Coun- 
cil recommended the Council to appoint Mr. Caudwell 
as inspector of cows in the urban district at the salary of 
£15 per annum, a quarterly report having to be submit- 
ted to the committee. 

Alluding to the inspection of cows, Mr. Handford said 
they had tenders before them from different veterinary 
surgeons with regard to the amount of fees they would 
require to inspect the 400 odd cows in the urban dis- 
trict, and they accepted the lowest and recommended the 
appointment of Mr. Caudwell, of Chertsey, as inspector 
of cattle, and more especially of cows. He was glad 
the committee came to that decision, for he considered 
it was the duty of the Council to put in force what was 
in their power to secure a supply of pure milk to the 
consumer. In saying that he did not cast any reflection 
upon the milk-sellers or cows, but it was only reasonable 
and right that they should take what precautions were 
in their power and to follow in the tootsteps of neigh- 
bouring Councils. The reports would be considered 
confidentially, and no portion of them would be made 
public unless it was very necessary to do so. If Mr. 
Caudwell were appointed they would have a just and 
conscientious officer and one who would discharge the 
duties in a tactful and courteous manner.—Mr. Alexan- 
der seconded the adoption of the minutes. 

Mr. Rickman observed that they were not putting an 
enormous burden on the milk-sellers and cow-keepers, 
and he believed that when the scheme was in operation 


they would find themselves in a better position than be- 


fore its adoption. Instead of being summoned for sell- 


ing bad milk they would be informed when the cows 
were going wrong. 

Mr. Tringham said he was not entirely in favour of 
the idea, for unless it was universal the scheme would 
not be satisfactory. Cows were continually being 
shifted, and a large quantity of milk came from outside 
their district. If the scheme were universal it would be 
an excellent thing. He thought an examination should 
be made of the water from which cows drank, and— 
what the Council now undertook—an inspection of the 
utensils and general appliances. 

Mr. Underwood pointed out that by adopting the 
proposal they were helping the scheme to become 
universal, 

Mr. Martin advised a waiting policy, and said the 
better calves were fattened and killed, and only the 
weedy ones were sent to the heid, a statement which was 
at once denied by Mr. Tringham. 

Mr. Reed remarked that he would not vote for the 
appointment if he thought cows would be condemned on 
insufficient grounds. 

Mr. Roake considered that more infants died from 
want of milk than from the result of drinking it. 

The minutes were then confirmed, and the appoint: 
ment of a veterinary surgeon sanctioned by seven votes 
to six—Messrs. Handford, Reed, Daniells, Rickman, 
Underwood, Thompson and Alexander to Messrs. 
Liberty, Roake, Wells, Martin, Fletcher and Bosher.— 
The Surrey Herald. 
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Death of Persimmon. 


The King’s first Derby winner, Persimmon, which 
carried the Royal colours to victory at Epsom in 1896, 
died last Tuesday night. 

Persimmon, after winning the Coventry Stakes and 
the Richmond Stakes in 1895, the Derby, the St. Leger, 
and the Jockey Club Stakes in 1896, and the Gold Cup 
and the Eclipse Stakes asa four-year-old, became one of 
the favourites of the Royal Stud. It was a statue of 
him by Capt. Adrian Jones, M.R.C.V.S., that Lord 
Coventry, on behalf of the Jockey Club, presented to 
His Majesty at the “Derby” dinner at Buckingham 
Palace three years ago, tc celebrate the fortieth anniver- 
sary of the King’s acceptance of membership of the club. 
Persimmon, during his racing career, won stakes to the 
value of £34,700. At the stud he had a brilliantly 
successful career ; and so recently as January 15 wide- 
spread regret was caused by the announcement that he 
had met with an accident the result of which was a frac- 
tured pelvis. It was hoped, however, that the exer- 
cise of great skill and care might prolong his usefulness 
for many years, and the announcement of his death 
comes as asurprise.—Z'he Westminster Gazette. 


Veterinary Surgeons for West Australia. 


“The need for duly-qualified veterinary surgeons in 
the State has been felt for a long time past, and to the 
efforts used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals may be attributed the early arrival of three 
gentlemen eminent in their profession. One of them, 
Mr. Frederick Crossley, will reach the State in the 
Scharnhorst on Tuesday next. In addition to holding 
the full diploma, he is a medallist of the Royal College. 
By the Orontes, which is dve later in the month, there 
will arrive, also from England. Mr. W. P. Begg, late of 
West Kilbride, who has been highly recommended by 
Prof. Dewar, of Dick’s College, Edinburgh. Mr. C.S. 
Syrett, a Member of the Royal College, London, and 
alsoa medallist of that institution, is the third. The 
three gentlemen, according to information which has 
been received in Perth, hold the high credentials.” —7'he 
Morning Herald (Perth, W. Australia.) 


There are still records available of the Fleshers’ Incor 
porations of Aberdeen, Glasgow, and Edinburgh. In 
the latter case the date goes back to before 1488, as in 
that year regulations were made regarding them, and 
out of fourteen crafts or trades enrolled under the Crafts- 
man’s banner, familiarly described as “The Blue 
Blanket,” the fleshers were recognised as on an equality 
with the rest. In London the butchers were incor- 

orated by James I. in 1606, under the style of “The 

aster Wardens and Commonality of the Arts or 
Mystery of Butchers of the City of London,” and they 
stood 24th in the rank amongst the liveried companies. 
—Live Stock Journal. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 7. 


Col. J. A. Nunn, C.B., C.LE., D.S.O., is placed on 
retired pay. Dated Feb. 5. 


IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 


Berks.—Vet.-Capt. P. J. Simpson resigns his commis- 
sion. Datad Jan. 24. 
Feb. 18. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Major Thomas G. Peacocke is transferred to the 


Indian Army as a Superintendent in the Army Remount 
Department. Dated Nov. 20, 1907. 


THE Kino’s LEVEE. 


His Majesty the King held a Levée at St. James’ 
Palace, on Feb. 19. The following presentations to the 
King were made :— 

Carless, Vet.-Lieut. W. S., Worcester Royal Garrison 
Artillery (Vols.), by Col. R. E. Lyon. 

Green, Vet.-Capt. R. L., Worcester Royal Garrison 
Artillery (Vols.), by Col. R. E. Lyon. 

Rees-Mogg, Lieut. G. B., A.V.C, 
General of the Forces. 

Pallin, Lient. S. F., A.V.D., on return from active 
service, by Major D. C. Pallin. 

Smith, Vet.-Capt. P. W. Dayer, 3rd County of London 
Imperial Yeomanry, by Inspector-General of the Forces. 

The following noblemen and gentlemen attended the 
Levée: Major Pallin. 


by Inspector- 


OBITUARY. 


Joun Epwarp Apportt, M.R.C.V.S., Peterstield. 
Graduated, Glas: May, 189! 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY INSPECTION OF COWS. 
Sir, 

I should like to direct your attention to the enclosed 
cutting from The Surrey Advertiser, by which you will see 
that a M.R.C.V.S. has been appointed by the Chertsey 
Urban Council to inspect cows in the district four times per 
annum for £15. In this district there are over 400 cows on 
various farms, so that it means that 1600 cows are examined 
yearly for £15. 

Now if the said veterinary surgeon likes to do professional 
work in his district for this inadequate remuneration I sup- 
pose no one has a right to say nay, but the matter does not 
end here. 

Many veterinary surgeons are inspecting cows for various 
urban authorities at a fair remuneration. I myself am in- 
specting a similar number of cows as in the Chertsey dis- 
trict, and I am paid three times the fee that Mr. Caudwell 
is doing the work for. Of course after the publication of 
the fees paid by the Chertsey Urban Council, other authori- 
ties in Surrey will naturally say, Why should we pay so 
much more for inspection of cows than our neighbouring 
authority ? 

The fee of £15 was, I understond, the lowest tender in 
response to a letter from the said authority to local veteri- 
nary surgeons, which ranged from £50 to £15. 

When the new Dairy Order makes its appearance, I 
believe it will be found that a clause makes it compulsory 
for all authorities to have the cows in their district inspected 
at least twice yearly, and I did hope that the profession 
would not act so much against their own interests by adopt- 
ing a scale of charges which, after travelling expenses have 
been deducted, leave no profit to speak of. ; 
Now with regard to the actual inspection. This entails a 
considerable amount of work (if done as it should be). 
Every cow in the herd should be examined, a sample of 


Mr. Abbott died at his residence, College Road, 
° Petersfield, at the age of 39 years. 
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milk should be drawn from each quarter—not by the milker 
but by the examiner. The udder of each cow should be 
carefully manipulated, and any diseased condition should 
be noted along with a description of the cow for future 
reference. Frequently it is necessary to isolate individual 
cows and prohibit the use of their milk for human food 
until one has had an opportunity of watching the diseased 
= for a few days, when a correct diagnosis can be 
made. 

Unless the inspection is thorough mistakes will be made 
which will bring nothing but discredit on a profession 
which is now at a critical period. 

It is no use grumbling at the badness of things owing to 
the motor car, if we are going to throw away our chances 
of earning fair fees for sanitary work. 

I should like to hear the views of the profession on this 
subject. My idea is this—that there should be a minimum 
fee of 6d. for every time a cow is examined. Thus if there 
are 400 cows in an urban area to be examined four times 
yearly the minimum fee per annum should be £40. 

I daresay if the gentleman referred to chooses to offer an 
explanation of his tender he will say ‘‘ I was obliged to put 
it at a low figure otherwise other veterinary surgeons in my 
neighbourhood would get it, and thus gain a useful intro- 
duction to my clients.’’ This, Imust admit, would be a cogent 
reason from his point of view. 

There is also much to be said against a man inspecting 
the cows of hisownclients. I myself have lost several good 
clients through little unpleasantnesses over cows inspection, 
and other inspectors no doubt do the same. It also works 
the other way, for some will say we had better have Mr. 
So-and-so, for he is the official inspector and it will pay us 
to give him a turn and he will get that turn so long as every 
inspection goes right according to the client’s ideas. 

What I should like to see happen is that every authority 
would make up their minds after hearing all sides of the 
question as to what would be a proper remuneration, they 
could then advertise in this way :—Wanted a qualified 
veterinary inspector to inspect cows in this district etc., 
salary £40 per annum. Candidates must send names and 
qualifications etc. 

Then each authority would be able to appoint who they 
considered to be the most capable man for the post.— Yours 
faithfully, 

C. 

Woking, Surrey. 


Sir, 

I am forwarding a local newspaper, parts of which I have 
marked for your perusal. Now that new laws relating to 
public health are under consideration, could not a recognised 
scale of fees be arranged ? 

£15 a year seems to me a ridiculous sum for a V.O.H. to 
accept for examining and reporting quarterly on 400 cows, 
scattered about the country at about 20 odd farms. 

I might add that I was invited, together with other veter- 
inary surgeons in the neighbourhood, to send in a price for 
making these inspections, but I was very wide of the mark. 
—Faithfully yours, 


Feb. 14, ’08. Commune Bonvm. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS. 
Sir, 

The recent outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in Scot- 
land has reminded me of the inadequate means at the com- 
mand of the general practitioner of becoming familiar with 
the details of the various Acts in connection with notifiable 
diseases unless he holds an inspectorship. True when at 
College we get notes on the chief points of these Acts, but 
after that, as amendments arise, the country practitioner, 
living perhaps in a comparatively remote region, soon falls 
behind the times. We are all familiar with the outstand- 
ing features of such Acts, but the details thereof, and the 
amendments thereto, are necessary before we can become 
experts in the application thereof. 

My latest information on these points has been gleaned 
from stray bills, posted on barn doors, in places where few 
people come and go, and this method of learning seems to 


me very unsatisfactory. There may be an easy means of 
obtaining these Acts and amendments, but at present I am 
ignorant of it. For instance, the ‘‘ Disinfection Order’’ I 
have heard of, but never seen. These things undoubtedly 
come under the heading ‘‘ Forensic Medicine,’’ and I should 
be obliged for advice from someone with a longer experience 


than I.—Yours faithfully, 
L. L. M.R.C.YV.S. 
Cumberland, Feb. 18. 


[All the Acts and Orders can be obtained through a 
stationer.—Ep. 


THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE.—COUNCIL 


AND EXAMINING BOARD REPRESENTATION. 
Sir, 

A few months ago, in the report of the proceedings of a 
special meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan Veterinary 
Medical Association, I was credited by the genial Secretary 
and his reporter with making some “ discursive’’ remarks 
on the above subjects, and on turning up three dictionaries I 
was a little chagrined to find that the word ‘discursive ’’ 
meant ‘rambling from one thing to another,’’ ‘“‘desultory,”’ 
—* possibly incoherent and stupid, but at last I was comforted 
by seeing that two of these authorities gave the rendering also 
as meaning “reasoning or proceeding in gradual gradation 
from premises to consequences.’’ Now, sir, the latter was 
the object I had in view in making the few remarks I did, 
and it appears to me that even now, at this late date, among 
all the jangling and wrangling and war of words on the said 
subjects, these few “discursive ’’ remarks of mine have still 
a considerably strong and pertinent bearing, and with your 
permission I would just like in a few words to refer to and 
possibly to add to them. 

In the first place I tried to direct the attention of those 
present at the meeting to the care and carefulness, the 
extreme and almost excessive care and carefulness, of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in the selection and 
election of its Members of Council. A vote of the electors 
in Great Britain and Ireland fills the House of Commons, 
but a vote of all the veterinary surgeons in England, Scot- 
land and Ireland is not sufficient to fill the Council Room 
in Red Lion Square. The R.C V.S. must have its voting 
papers each Spring in the hands of all its Members of what- 
ever class and degree and wherever situate—in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, the Continent, India, Africa, 
America, the Colonies, etc., etc. One can easily see that 
the interests of members resident in these parts might not 
always be identical with those at home—that the voting 
papers with the names of candidates must of course be in 
the hands of distant members two or three months before 
the election days, and much might happen in even a week 
to change the aspect of electoral affairs; but no matter, the 
big majority of the Members R.C.V.S. are wedded to their 
present mode of election, they see no faults nor failings 
it, they wish no change—the present Council is the chosen 
representative body of the profession in all its branches. 
Consequently, such being the case—and after, in many 10- 
stances, long and able service—should not the members of 
the profession, as a whole, have confidence in their chosen 
representatives, give them credit for good intentions; 
believe that what they are asking is for and in the best 
interests of the profession ? 

One guinea per year is not, after all, a large sum. One 
could imagine an outcry if the sum had been £10, but 
£1 1s. is only the fee for one or two examinations for sound 
ness, for one visit and report on anthrax, one or at most 
two castrations, half the fee of a popular veterinary ec 
turer to farmers for one dissertation, only the pric 
coming nearer home, of a few samples of Scotland’s favourite 
beverage—surely no one is so poor and needy as to grudge 
that sum once a year for the good of his profession. 

Veterinary surgeons as a rule are very leniently treated 
financially from a professional point of view. A young m4? 
pays his College and examination fees, gets his diploma 4” 
the five letters behind his name, and then many see™ 
think that their obligations during life for the welfare 0 
their profession in a money sense are ended, and & val 
grudge even a small annual gratuity. How different 
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case with many Members of Council. Some residing at 
long distances make a dozen or a score of trips to London at 
their own expense. Railway fares and hotel bills must 
amount to a goodly sum. I have heard it said that the late 
Principal Williams once stated that his Council expenses 
from first to last reached somewhere about £1,000. I further 
tried to show that the veterinary surgeon of the future will 
probably be a very superior person to that of the past and 
present—of much better education and higher standing, and 
getting higher remuneration : in country districts at least 
fewer in numbers possibly, residing at long distances from 
some of their clients, perhaps summoned by telephone and 
wireless telegraphy, and travelling in motor car and airship, 
an annual registration fee of a guinea should be of small 
consequence to the future veterinary practitioner. 

Coming to the crux of the whole contention, the penalty 
for non-payment of this proposed annual registration fee. 
It has from the first appeared to me—and does so now ap- 
pear—to be impracticable if not almost impossible for the 
Council to demand, or extort, or even expect payment of a 
guinea each year from every M.R.C.V.S., and this, so far 
as I can judge, seems to be getting plainer every day. 
Suppose for the sake of argument that the proposed Act 
had really passed and was in force now, and supposing some 
half dozen very eminent men in the profession were from 
inadvertence to overlook payment of this registration fee, or 
from principle flatly refuse to pay it, would the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. have the temerity—to say nothing of the un- 
friendliness and ungentlemanliness—to erase the names of 
these well-known and well-tried veterinary surgeons from 
its Register and bring them up in Court if they dared to 
continue practising their profession? Surely not, and if 
the Council could not, and did not, and dare not prosecute 
that half dozen eminent men, how in the name of common 
sense could it prosecute the 600 of lesser degree who would 
almost certainly keep back payment ? 

To my view, if the Council insists on its demand for com- 
pulsory payment and subsequent prosecution for non-receipt 
it is laying itself open to law proceedings on a large scale— 
proceedings which may swamp pretty well the £3,000 it—I 
fear hopelessly—expects to get. I have never been a great 
admirer of the R.C.V.S. Council as all along elected and 
constituted, but yet I have always had sufficient corfidence 
in it to beiieve that in this matter in question, in the event 
of the Act becoming law, the Council would temper justice 
with mercy to those really, from exceptional circumstances, 
unable to pay the annual fee, and to view with tolerance so 
far as in their power, those refusing from principle to pay 
it. If this registration fee brought in an annual income of 
£1000, or even £2000, I thought the Council might be well 
satisfied, and I think so still. 

A poor Council with little money in its coffers is very like 
& poor indigent chap with no money in his pockets—little 
regard is paid to what hesays or does. But if the R.C.V.S. 
Council had at its back £10,000 or £20,000, as it certainly 
should have (and if an annual fee of a guinea will give this 
result why shouldn’t it ?), more attention would be paid to 
its demands, and more consideration given the claims of the 
holders of the R.C.V.S. diploma than unfortunately : has 
always been the case by Parliament, the Board of Agricul- 
ture, municipal bodies, and others of that order. 

As regards the library that, I presume, is to keep the 
Veterinary profession on its level with its neighbour. Al- 
most every learned profession has its big standard library 
and museum—of which it is justly proud—open always to 
its members for reference and consultation. Why not the 
veterinary profession ? 

In ending my few “discursive ’’ remarks I made bold to 
tell the Scottish veterinary surgeons present at the meeting 
i question, that in my opinion they were simply ‘‘strain- 
ing at a gnat and swallowing a camel.’’ Here they were 
&nxious and eager over the payment or non-payment of a| 
small annual sum and its consequences, and yet, on the 
other hand, seeming not to care a straw for the fact that on 
the Council and examining board of their profession they 
Were most inadequately represented, and that in the) 
Proceedings of these bodies they had not, and did) 
hot, seem to care to have any power or share. I 


number if I remember rightly, and of these only two hailed 
from Scotland, while on the Examining Board matters were 
very similar. For almost as long as I can remember a 
troup of veterinary surgeons from England has twice a year 
crossed the Border to examine the students at the Scottish 
School, while the men of the country stood out in the cold. 
The constitution and composition of the R.C.V.S. Council 
and Examining Board had long been in my eyes a standing 
insult and disgrace to the veterinary surgeons of Scotland, 
Unequal territorial or Parliamentary (call it what one will) 
representation has been at the root of almost all the serious 
differences and disagreements politically of the veterinary 
profession. It was so in Professor Dick's day, one Scotch- 
man to a score or two of Southern men, and for forty years 
a gulf, deep and wide, gaped between Royal College men and 
holders of the Highland Certificate. The findings of two at 
least of the Scotch Veterinary Medical Societies on the pre- 
sent vexed q iestion show plainly that the same cause is at 
work still. 

And for this, so far as I can judge, the men on this side of 
the Border are very considerably to blame. Why don’t 
those of them who have the ability and the means come 
forward to take their proper place on the Council and their 
proper share of the work? Only the other day one of them 
gifted—all honour to him—£15,000 to a University, and 
can find time for a tour to the Colonies occasionally. 
Another with nearly double &t command wished to be M.P. 
for the profession, while several other practitioners of well- 
known ability and means we would be delighted to see fill- 
ing chairs on the Council room floor. The only drawback 
undoubtedly is the present mode of election. Nearness to 
London and excess of numbers tells a tale at each election. 
How can the 300 of Scotland vote successfully against the 
2,000 of England is a question as yet apparently un- 
solved. 

My old proposition of Parliamentary representation I 
used to think, if adopted, would easily and readily and 
economically meet the difficulty, but I found that my re- 
marks on that subject by the profession at large were like 
my remarks at the meeting by the worthy Secretary and 
his reporter deemed exceedingly ‘‘ discursive.’’ 

Thanking you if considered fit for your pages.— Yours 
very truly, 

C. Cunnincuam, M.R.C.V.S. 

Slateford. Midlothian. 


THE NEW BILL. 
Sir, 

I am sorry to see so much discord in our profession con- 
cerning the Bill that has been allowed to go to the Privy 
Council without any direct challenge from the profession 
before its presentment. I am all the more sorry because if 
it be now wrecked the profession will suffer, more from the 
action of those within than of those without our body cor- 
porate. 

It is to be much regretted that the principle actor in the 
attempted wrecking of the good the Council, with the ap- 
proval of the majority of the profession, did during the past 
year should come from one of the Council who neglected his 
duty when his services were most required. If he had 
thrown as much energy into the framing as he now is in 
attempting to wreck the Bill, I am certain he would have 
earned the gratitude and respect of his fellow Councilmen, 
and also of his brethren outside the Council. 

As the case now stands the profession has been put to a 
great deal of expense with no fair prospects of obtaining 
corresponding good results. 

The Bill is for the benefit of the profession as a whole, 
and, like a divided house, this Bill will fall if we are not 
united. Throwing mud at one another will not mend the 
breach that has already been made. We all must do what 
we can to strengthen our defences and allow no agitation 
within to weaken them for the benefit of the cc mmon enemy, 
who is now all around robbing us of our birthright or in- 
heritance handed down to us by the Act of 1881. For my 
part I see nothing very objectionable in the Bill as it now 
stands, certainly nothing which could not have been 
amended. 


held in my hand alist of the R.C.V.S. Council, 32 in 
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“ THE VETERINARY BILL. 
ir, 

Mr. Dollar’s “absurd ideas,’’ which it seemed “ super- 
fluous to dwell upon’’; his “‘ misrepresentations and exag- 
gerations’’: and his “‘lack of knowledge’’ have now be- 
come “arguments’’, it seems. And instead of their 
“scarcely deserving notice at all’’ these arguments are 
now acknowledged by you to be “the main point.’’ 

Gentlemen who find they have mistakenly used harsh 
terms usually express regret. Perhaps the Editor of The 
Record will make it clear how we are to regard him. 

What I am dealing with, however, is the Bill and—quite 
incidentally—your reflections. What the Bill might, 
would, or could be does not concern me. I am dealing 
with what it is. 

It is a fact: 

(1) That the Bill is before the Privy Council, and that 
the promoters have used every effort to get it approved in 
its present form, 

(2) That the Bill inflicts a Registration Fee of one 
guinea on every Member of the R.C.V.S. practising in the 
United Kingdom or Ireland whether or not he has con- 
sented to it. 

(3) That the Registrar need only demand payment once: 
that his demand might be made on a post-card or sent in 
an unsealed envelope: and if it went astray so that the 
Member addressed failed to pay by the 3lst January such 
Member must be struck off the Rolls. 

(4) That such Member has no right to be restored 
to the Register even after tendering payment in full. 

(5) That the Bill, ostensibly promoted to give the Council 
control over the Registered practitioner, really places Regis- 
tered practitioners in a thousand-fold stronger position 
than before, and enables them to defy the Council with im- 

unity. 

(6) That the veterinary profession has‘never authorised 
the Council’s Bill—qua Bill. 

(7) That of 1160 persons who hare expressed their 
opinion on the Bill 102 are in its favour and 1058 against it. 
(I will submit the proofs of this assertion to any properly 
constituted authority. The figures given represent a fort- 
night’s votes. More have since come to hand). Over 
ninety per cent. of those who have so far voted are opposed 


- to the Bill. 


The promoters and the Solicitor and the Standing Counsel 
may all be very worthy people, but if they have made the 
Bill to say exactly the opposite of what the profession 
desires the sooner they are sent about their business the 
better. Ido not pretend to allot the responsibility, but 
someone must be responsible. 

Now a word or two for your criticism. I did not trouble 
to correct your assertion that I had not read the report of 
Council for October, because anyone who read my circular 
must have seen I had done so. I pointed out that the 
printed minutes of that meeting gave no authority for the 
Bill being forwarded to the Privy Council. And because 
no mention was made in the minutes of any motion to 
authorise the Bill being sent to the Privy Council I con- 
cluded it had not been sent. 

So I do contradict your assertion—an assertion which 
should never have been made. 

Speaking of reform of the Registration Committee you 
stated ‘‘ Everyone knows—or ought to know—that .... 
-reform of the Registration Committee, with other equally 
important matters, is being deliberately reserved for a 
Charter,’’ and reflected, not very politely, on my ignorance. 

I have since shown that no essential function of the Regis- 
tration Committee can ever be altered by Charter, but only 
by Act of Parliament; and you “‘quote your source of in- 
formation.’’ What somebody told you, however, (erroneously 
told you) is a good deal different from ‘ what everyone 
knows—or ought to know.’’ And when the somebody who 
told you—your ‘source of information ’’—proves also to be 
the source from which the other muddles have sprung, it 
scarcely inspires absolute confidence in that authority. 

Under the circumstances I prefer to use a little common 
sense, instead of accepting other people’s dicta. 

Regarding the Registered men, you “admit without 


shame ’”’ (and apparently without regret) that you “quite. 


misunderstood Mr. Dollar’’ and proceed, with as little loss 
of dignity as possible to retire from an untenable position. 
But it was over the Registered men that I displayed “suici- 
dal anxiety ’’ and gave an “erroneous version ’’ of the Bill ; 
and was “opposing the Bill without ever having read it 
through’’; and had “produced an amazing manifesto,"’ 
and ‘‘ would be estimated at my true value’’; and was 
“darkening Counsel by words without knowledge,’’ and 
had become “a quite harmless person.’’ In fact, I was 
“innocuous "’ and it was “really impossible to take me 
seriously as a politician ’’ because I had made “ perhaps 
the most astounding discovery of a mare’s nest that we 
have ever heard of.’’ Rather a little peg, Mr. Editor, to 
hang such a lot of hard words on. 

And now, unfortunately, it proves I was right about the 
registered men. But I do not observe any expression of 
regret on your part. 

The fact that the licentiates of the Highland and Agricul- 
tural Society are in the same position as the Registered men 
does not help you. I was quite aware of it, but it does not 
concern my argument. After all this, I feel almost inclined 
to spare the “‘forlorn hope’’ you post to cover your retreat. 
But I fear I must demolish that tov. 

Though I have no printed matter by me to check the 
statement, I am quite willing to accept your assertion that 
on Oct. 5th, 1906, I ‘‘ solemnly assured my fellow Council- 
men that the English law provided no penalty for drunken- 
ness’’ per se. I believe I said it then and I certainly say 
it now—that drunkeness of itself is not penalised by the 
English law. 

The law on the subject is contained in the Licensing Act 
of 1902 (2 Edward VII, C. 28) which came into force on the 
1st Jan, 1903. 

Many offences are cited, but drunkenness of itself never. 
A man may be fined for being drunk and incapable ; drunk 
and disorderly; drunk while in charge of any horse, carriage, 
cattle, steam-engine, or stage-carriage ; drunk when in possess- 
ion of firearms or for refusing to quit licensed premises when 
drurk (S, 2). But for being drunk—and nothing but drunk, 
never. 

So well is this principle established that although public- 
ans (being license holders) are always dealt with more 
severely than ordinary persons, it has been held that « 
publican is not liable to be convicted for drunkenness unless le 
is found drunk during open hours and in a public part of his 
premises (Lester v Torrens, 1877Q.B.D. 403; 41 J.P. 821: 
21 W.R. 691; 46 L.1.M.C. 280.) 

So a man may be drunk in his own house from Monday 
morning till Saturday night and the law cannot lay a finger 
on him. And he may even be drunk in a public place, and 
provided he is capable of taking care of himself and is not dis- 
orderly—he is equally inviolable. 

I am afraid you have discovered another ‘“‘ mare’s nest,”’ 
Mr. Editor, and once more failed to demolish my reputation 
as a serious politician.— Your obedient servant, 

56 New Bond Street, Feb. 17. Jno. A. W. Donxar. 


[We publish this letter with some regret, but it will 
enable our readers the better to appreciate the controversial 
methods of the writer.—Ep.} 


Das Miniriin VETERINARWESEN UND DIE KRANKHEITSSTATISTE 
pER ARMEEPFERDE ALLER KULTERSTAATEN, von Dr. Path 
Go pBEck, Stabsveteriniir im 1 Brandenburgischen Dragoner- 
Regiment, Nr. 2. Berlin. 1908. Ernst Seigfried Mittler 
und Sohn. 


Communications AND Papers Recetvep.—Messrs. H. J: 
Dawes, P.J. Simpson, J. Clarkson, W. Anderson, 
J. A. Jordan, James Furniss, W. Philpotts Williams, 
A. I. McIntosh, A.C. Wild. 


The Scotsman, Aberdeen Free Press, Darlington and 
Stockton Times, The Surrey Advertiser. 


Messrs. J. McKenny, H. Dyer, H. Pickworth, [- L. 
Steele, T. Stainton, E. Wallis Hoare, C. Cunningham, 
J.A.W. Dollar, Capt. E. E. Martin, ‘‘ Commune 

Farmer & Stockbreeder, The Surrey Comet, The Berns 
Chronicle, 
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